


2] THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





———_—$—$_$—$$ Sw SO ——S 




















not a THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
was ee Se 
— Tuirty-Fourtu Coneress, 3p Session. SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 1857. New Seniss..... 0. 68. 
Mr. BRODHEAD.-~ I have another amend- || The farmers need them. We all know that when || read. The Senator from Rhode Island has re- Gi 
e on ment to offer, as an additional section: the potato was discovered in South America, it | duced the appropriation, although it is hardly a 
For contingent expenses of the executive office, includi was found with a hull on it as thick asa hickory || worth while to do so. I renew the call for the 
mMgres. stationery therefor, to be expended under the direction o nut; but it has been improved by cultivation untl || yeas and na 8. l agree with the gentleman from 
Vision the President, from the date of this act to the 30th of June, || it has reached what it is. We know, too, that | | hio, that this distribution of seeds has almost 
ed 28th 1858, $750. the pippin, or queen apple, now comes from the || run into licentiousness. To what extent it is to 
The amendment was agreed to. original crab apple. I recollect when the tomato || go I am sure I cannot tell. It began very prop- 
Mr. HUNTER. I wish to have reconsidered || was looked on as a sort of Jerusalem cherry—a || erly, with directions to our.officers and agents 
ee on an amendment offered by the Senator from Penn- || kind of curiosity. These instances show the im- | abroad, that when they found seeds not belong- 
sylvania, iving $1,500-extra pay to the Commis- || portance of agricultural experiments. ing to our country, and which could be advanta- 
he col. sioner of Customs. I am afraid of that amend- The farmers want these seeds. They do not || geously grown here, to send them here; but now 
ment, and object to it. wish to be paying indirect taxes eternally on || one department of the Patent Office has really 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I thinkitisallright. The || broadcloths and all goods they wear and get 1 become a grand seed store for the purpose of dis- 
ee on Secretary of the Rreennry informs me, and so || nothing in return from the Government. You | tributing seeds that are bought in every country 
does the Commissioner, that he employed him- || can spend millions on fortifications and light- 1 store and cross-road in my country, and i 
© such self in order to collect these outstanding balances, |} houses, and every other sort of tomfoolery that || where else. The most ordinary vegetable—the 


to test and he collected a Jarge sum of money for the || is perpetrated under the Government, and yet | common culinary vegetables, are sent to us in 

















possess Goverament, for which he ought to be paid, That || when the real bone and sinew of the country, || paper packages to be sent through the country. ‘I 
Greater is what the Secretary of the Treasury says, and || those who stand at its basis—the farmers—come || cannot conceive of anything more prone to almost 
‘wee I think the amendment is perfectly proper. It || and ask for a small expenditure of $75,000 « || licentious appropriation than this. I hope the 
. only gives him $1,500 to employ a clerk of his || year, it is said that it is not right they should || appropriation may be reduced, if it cannot be 
own. , ave it. I do not know anything about the gen- | voted down. . 
Mr. HUNTER. I will except that amend- || tleman’s garden-seed Serchant; but if the Gov- || Mr. RUSK. This is a very small annual ex- 
Com ment, when the bill shall be reported to the Sen- || ernment does break him down, the people get || ees and J believe that it has a more bene- 
mend- ate. their seedscheaper. It is just as proper, just as || ficial influence upon the prosperity of the country 
ongres Mr. ALLEN. I am directed by the Commit- || sensible, and just as prudent on the part of the || generally, and upon that class of the community 
braries, tee on Agriculture to offer an amendment to the || Government, as it is for us in Kentucky to send | particularly, who have never received any foster- 
ards of bill. Ihave a letter from the Commissioner of || to Smyrna and Arabia for horses, for jackasses, || ing care from the Government, than any other 
by the Patents in regard to it, which may be read, if || and cattle, and everything of that sort. || expenditure of five times the amount. It is true 
ne joint desired: I wish this appropriation were $575,000 instead | that ordinary seeds are collected at the Patent 
e from For the collection of agricultural statistics for promoting || Of $75,000. It will benefit my people. Your || Office, and distributed all over the country, and 
agriculture and rural economy, and the procurement and || Army, your Navy is no benefitto them. They || it may, perhaps, be breaking in upon some seed 
lready distribution of cuttings and seeds, $75,000, to be expended || do not know actually that there is a Federal Gov- || store that may be making large profits by selling 
g and under the direction of the Commissioner of Patents. ernment, except when they see a stage coach pass || seeds of very little benefit in deuneatise: We 
rer the Mr. HUNTER. I suppose the Senate will || by with the ‘* United States mail’’ onit, and when || now have seeds of all descriptions, and especially 
pass this amendment; it seems to be a favorite || they look ata postoffice. There are men of wealth || new seeds; and it is not to be disguised that there 
mend- appropriation with the two Houses; yet I believe || and fortune there who never saw a Federal sailor || are various new articles of production, some of 
we are carrying much too far the collection of || or soldier. If we are to have a fight over this || which promise to result beneficially to the coun- 
abv end seeds for distribution, It is becoming a nuisance || appropriation, I want to have it put up largely || try, and many of them that have resulted bene- 
, to the to those who distribute them, and will be found || beyond its presentamount. I do not wish to take || ficially, that have been collected and distributed 
uch su- in the end to bean abuse. We already have a || up time on this subject. I hope the amendment || through the Patent Office. More interest is taken 
d $2,000 man employed writing essays and treatises on || will be adopted. - among the planters and farmers throughout the 
rasses, and-sending about collecting sugar-cane. Mr. PUGH. I only wish to say one word. || country in his little pitiable appropriation for the 
t seems to be a matter of unlimited discretion. || At the.last session, the House proposed to appro- || purchase of common and seek seeds for distribu- 
ents to There is no ascount of how the appropriation is || priate $25,000 for these saricetftnan! purposes. It || tion to them, than in any other appropriation. I 
They used. Whilst I say this, I do not wish to be un- || came into the Senate, and a motion was made to || do not know of any appropriation of five or ten 
rmittee derstood as disparaging the Commissioner of || increase the appropriation to $75,000. We thought || times the amount of this one that produces such 
ds and Patents. I believe he is an honest and able man; || that was a very large increase,and we wanted to | ee benefit to the country, and I trust it will 
but still this has been a favored appropriation || know the reason. We were told that the sugar || be continued. 
tial iron with Congress that needs regulation. We are || cane had been killed the previous year in Louis- Mr. BUTLER. I have always been opposed 
making appropriations for this object that are || iana, and the Senate agreed to this extra $50,000 || to the publication of what is called the Patent 
uitetoo large. I understand, among other things, || as a special occasion, for one Year only, for sup- || Office report. I do not think there is any author- 
of the that it is interfering with the seedsmen of the || plying sugar cane. We sent out ships, and they || ity in Congress to issue such a report upon agri- 
country. They cannot compete with theGovern- || brought sugar cane here, and nine tenths of it was || culture and mechanics; but that has sed into 
den, and ment, if the Government give these things gratis. || not fit for use when it got here. Now, the next || an abuse far beyond anything I could have anti- 
I had a friend who applied to me for certain seeds || year, the appropriation comes still fixed at $75,000. || cipated when I first came into Congress. As to 
which were distributed, who had written to a || It is Hasoaeibts to reduce these appropriations || collecting these seeds, if they were collected in 
t is to seedsman, and he said he was sorry to inform || when they once start. good faith from abroad, and such varieties as would 
him he did not keep them, because he could not If I thought the agricultural interests of the || in some measure make an experiment, I might 
a double compete with the United States Government— || United States would be benefited by this appro- || agree to it; but I believe the seeds are collected 
, 1,500. that was quite too strong for him. priation, I would vote for it with pleasure; but I || here in this neighborhood, or not far from it. 
Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays on || submit that the idea of $75,000 being of any con- || When I go home, my lady neighbors ridicule me 
— the amendment; and they were ordered. sequence to the agricultural interest of all this || on account of the seeds that I send them. They 
in Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I wish tosay || country,certainly borderson the ridiculous. Now |! say that their beans are better than mine. The 
adie one word in favor of thisamendment. We have || we have set up a seed store, and are gathering || only persons who give me any thanks are the 
oe had a Committee on Agriculture—I do not know |} and accumulating rats in the Department of the || ladies for flower seeds; but they say they are not 
my how long—but ever since [ have been a member || Interior, and they begin to eat up the seeds there || as good as the native plants. [do not care about 
expenses of the Senate, and this is the firstrecommendation || during the winter. More than half the seeds that || expending the public money; but if I were a large 
f moneys that I have ever known them to make—the first || I sent last summer never grew at all, so far as || proprietor, I ought to hold myself responsible for 
1853, the dime I have ever known them to ask to be ex- || 1 could hear. In my judgment, this is a great || the judicious expenditure of it. I consider this 
pended. The North and the South, the East and || nuisance, and ought to be broken up completely || about the worst and most foolish mode of expend- 
the West, are engaged in endeavoring to improve || and effectually. The Patent Office is completely <— and I shall nét vote for it. 
amend- the agregi ines of the country by the introduction || overgrown. They report two years behind the he Secretary read the following letter: 
from foreign countries of the bestseeds and plants. || time. This distribution of seeds and cane should Unrrep States Patent Orrice, 
e United lam sure, that while we are appropriating mil- || be put a stop to; and we should come back to the February %3, 1857. 
t or em- lions to trade and navigation, and millions for the || original design of the Government. If seeds are || __Stm: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours 
s, to wit Army and Navy every er we can well afford || wanted to promote agriculture, let them buy them, ts Mependiecs Wr hebchtcaral’ pacooes or tne 
rei 200, the few thousands which this amendment asks Mr. ALLEN. I propose to reduce the appro- || present session of \Jongress, and in reply thereto have to 
of Hanees for agriculture. riation $15,000 for the importation of sugar cane, || state: { : 
the Pres- Mr, THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Considering hat will leave the amount $60,000. The sugar 4, 5am of the penteerietion of 975,000, mado in ber nen 
duties a the vast—I will not say Foignaraxpaplitayes cane will not be imported this year. pabeniyan'be & = ~ to es presen fecal 
a enee for every other imaginab an conceivable thing ‘ The PRESIDIN OFFICE > (Mr. Mat.iory year. tr anything in the way of agriculture is to be at- 
to carry ae ithe eercone t, ane for quslronse in, the im the eis.) That uanteeet urbe ae tempted hereafter, a further appropriation will be neces- 
| of June, 8, | think. my friend from Virginia is ve nerai consent. e Secretary will rea . 
ye Treas- unreasonable in objec ing to this = vaeuien! Jeter of the Commissioner, if any Senator wishes tothe amount of that appropriation, | shows eappose 


: hat we want 
descriptions from all foreign countries. 
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The object of it is to seeds 
of the beat ; tain 


Mr. HUNTER. Nobody desires to hear it 


the same sum that was appropriated last year t be used 
with advantage this year, for the same 
There will be some difference in masters of but 
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nothing very essentially peng ed substance is now con- | number of them will pass 


templated or would probably be 
Yours very truly, 
Hon. D. P. Nottoway. 


Mr. HOUSTON, I regret extremely to say 
anything at this stage of the business of de Sen- 
ate, but so far as | can express myself, my object 
is to sustain thisamendment. My colleague very 
aptly remarked that he believed, as I believe, that 
the sum appropriated for seeds is the most bene- 
ficially expended money that is expended by this 
Government. No longer ago than this morning 
I have received three letters thanking me for 
seeds that I had distributed in the country, and 
of other persons requesting that they might be 
furnished with them. 

As for the Patent Office report, I know itis the 
most popular work that has ever been distributed 
by Congress; and whether it is an abuse, or 
whether it is that it has grown into custom, it is 
certainly sanctified by experience. I shall vote 
for the continuance of that work for the purpose 
of improving agriculture and benefiting the coun- 
try atlarge. I shall do so from the number of 
applications that | have received throughout the 
Siates. If the gentleman from South Carolina has 
not received a corresponding expression to the 
interest he took in the welfare of his constituents 
in distributing @eds, and if they have not been 
sufficiently grateful, or have not kindly responded 
thanks for them, it is no reason, because the seeds 
were not acceptable in South Carolina, that they 
would not be acceptable in other sections of the 
country, even if they were distributed by himself. 
I therefore insist that this amendment should be 
adopted as a matter of justice to the community— 
one gratifying to them, and highly eeieal to 
culinary and agricultural purposes. 

I know that for the single article of the Chinese 
sugar cane I must have received twenty or thirty 
applications, in addition to the one oe I 
have supplied throughout the country; and I have 
no doubt my colleague has received a correspond- 
ing number. Whether we are disposed to appro- 
priate for purposes that I deem useful, or not, 
depends upon the pleasure of the Senate. For 
my own part, I shall urge it; and while I occupy 
a place in this Senate, I shall advocate the publi- 
cation of the Patent Office report, as well as the 
acquisition and distribution of seeds, and the vari- 
ous plants and cuttings that are necessary for 
the improvement of fruits and culinary vegeta- 
bles. 

I will not occupy the time of the Senate longer. 
I have only risen for the purpose of expressing 
my desire that an appropriation so useful to the 
community should be continued or extended to 
a much greater length than it has yet been. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I movetoamend the amend- 

ment by adding: 

To enable the Commissioner of Patents to collect and 
report information ir relation to the consumption of cotton 
in the several countries of the world, $3,500, 

At the last session of Congress, the Senate 
assed a joint resolution for this purpose, which 
nailed in the House of Representatives for want 

of time. It was based upon a recommendation 
of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi. 
The Commissioner of Patents has been unable to 
do anything in regard to it, and asks for a small 
appropriation to enable him to carry out the ob- 


CHARLES MASON. 


jects of the resolution. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mat- 
tory.) The question now is on the amendment 
as amended. . 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 39, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire, 
Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Collamer, 

Jrittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Durkee, Evans, Fish, Fitch, 
Fitzpatrick, Foster, Geyer, Green Gwin, Harlan, Houston, 
James, Jones of fowa, Mallory, Nourse, Pratt, Reid, Rusk 
Sebastian, Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson 
New Jersey, Trumbull, Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Wright 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Butler, Clay, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson, Mason, Pugh, Slidell, Toombs, and Yulee—11. 


So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 


Mr. PRATT. The chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia, [Mr. Brown,] 
who has the floor, has unfortunately Eo a ver 
bad cold, and requests me to offer the amend- 
ments of that committee in his stead. I hopea 
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| The first amendment is: 


For the total cost of a new basin to the Chesapeake and 

Ohio canal at its terminus in Georgetown, 231,659 10 is 

| hereby appropriated: Provided, That the said work shall 

be done according to the plans and estimates submitted in 

the report of Lieutenant B. 8. Alexander to the Secretary 

| of War, dated February 13, 1855, and the estimate in the 

report of Captain H. G. Wright, acting chief engineer to the 

War Department, dated July 3, 1856; and the said appro- 

priation shall be expended under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War. 


Mr. HUNTER. I do not see what we have 
to do with making a basin for the Chesapeake 
/and Ohio canal. That belongs to a company. 
| Mr. PRATT. My friend is unfortunate not 
| to see what the Department does see very plainly. 
| They say that this basin is necessary for five 
| reasons: 
| 1, The general inland trade of the country, which this 
| canal is so well adapted to develop and to promote. 


| “2. The extensive interest of the Unitsd States as a 
stockholder of the canal. 
' 
| 


‘© 3. The extensive interest of the United States as a lot- 
, holder in the city of Washington. 
| 4, The important national considerations involved in 
| a canal connection with the arsenal at Washington, the 
armory at Harper’s Ferry, and the coal and iron region of 
| the Alleghany. 
| 5. The important national considerations, similarly in- 
volved, in reference to the navy-yard at Washington.”’ 


That is the statement of Colonel Abert. This 
is taken from a report made by Mr. Shields, from 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, in 
which he gives the reasons assigned by the War 
| Department for this work. Some two years ago 
| Congress passed a resolution appropriating the 
sum of $3,000 for the purpose of making a survey 
| in reference to this basin. That survey has been 
;made. I have it here, and they have now made 
the estimate of $31,000, which is contained in the 

amendment. I hope it wil] pass. I do not want 








an obligation on the part of the Government due 
to the State which I have the honor‘o represent, 
to aid in some degree in relieving this work from 
its present position. I shall not enter into a dis- 
cussion of the amendment, but hope it will be 
| passed. , 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore put the question, 

and declared that the ayes seemed to have it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I call for a division. 

Mr. PRATT. I think we had better have the 
| yeas and nays. Senators are not listening to 
| what is going on. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PRATT. ay I ask the attention of 
members of the Senate for a single instant? 

Mr.SEWARD. I wish to know whether this 
recommendation comes from any, and if any, 
| what committee? 
| Mr. PRATT., It comes from the Committee 
| on the District of Columbia, and is based on the 
estimate of the War Department. 

Mr. SEWARD. That is sufficient. 
| Mr. PRATT. 
_I will not occupy five minutes—that many years 
; 

-ago this company was chartered by the 
| Government, Virginia, and Maryland. They 
| entered at that time, under the recommendation 
of Mr. Calhoun, into the experiment of makin 

| this Chesapeake and Ohio canal. Thé State of 
Maryland expended $15,000,000 in the prosecu- 
tion of this work, having been left by Virginia 
and the Federal Government in the lurch, after 
it had been commenced. 

Now, sir, so far as the termination of this work 
in the District of Columbia is concerned, it has 
cost more to pe the canal down to your navy- 
yard here through the District of Columbia, than 
the entire appropriation upon the part of the 
Federal Government to it. I think, therefore, as 
this work was originally commenced under the 
auspices of this Government, and inasmuch as 
Maryland did not choose to enter into it because 
of the charter of Congress to it, and an appro- 

riation made by them to it, it is now due to 
Maryland and Virginia that the Federal Govern- 
ment should lend its aid in putting this work 
within its own jurisdiction, necessary for its own 
convenience, in proper repair. I hope the Senate 
will agree to the amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The honorable Senator 
from Maryland states that the War Department 
recommends this appropriation, and then reads 
a communication from Colonel Abert. Colonel 


Abert does not represent the War Department. 


| 











without discussion. | 





to enter into a discussion of it, but I can say it is | 


I wish to state to the Senate— | 


ederal 





March 8, 


a 
That recommendation has never been signed } 
any Secretary of War; and this appropriatic, 
has never been recommended by any Secretar 
of War, and it never will be. I take it for grante] 
that no Secretary of War would put his name ty 
| any such reasons as those which have been read 
| by the Senator from Maryland. The argument 
| is, that because the Government of the United 
‘| States have sunk $4,000,000 or $5,000,000 of 







| money in this canal, therefore we must go fir. 


| ther, without receiving any compensation in the 
| - ; ate 

| shape ofa dividend, and erect this basin in George. 
|| town to the detriment of the commerce of Wash. 


ington. The other reasons are not sufficient to 


| need an answer. 
‘|| Mr. PRATT. The Senator says no Secretary 
| of War would put his name to such reasons as 
are assigned here. Now I apprehend there is no 
Secretary of War who is fit for his place who 
would notdoit. What are they? It tells you, what 
you of course know, that you have a nationa| 
armory at Harper’s Ferry; and the only means 
of getting convenient communication with that 
armory is by this canal. You have also ay 
arsenal and navy-yard at Washington; and the 
only way in which you can get coal, and the 
means of working the iron which you work up 
in that arsenal, is by this canal. That is one 
reason assigned. Would not a Secretary of War 
who had proper judgment sign such a reason as 
that? I do not see that any of the reasons which 
are assigned contain oe which any Secre- 
tary of War might deem injudicious. I hope that 
the vote will be taken. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 9, nays 33; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, 
Bright, Dodge, Pratt, Pugh, Seward, and Wright—9. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of New Hampshire, Bigler, 
Brodhead, Butler, Clay, Collamer, Crittenden, Evans, Fish, 
|| Fiteh, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Green, Gwin, Harlan, Houston, 
|| Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Mason, 
Nourse, Reid, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson of New 


| Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Trumbull, Wade, and Weller— 
|| 33 








|| So the amendment was not agreed to. 


| Mr. PRATT. The next amendment of the 
|| Committee on the District of Columbia is to in- 
sert at the end of the bill: 


| That there be allowed and paid to the mechanics em- 
|| ployed in the armory and headquarters of the Marine Corps 
|| at Washington, District of Columbia, the same rate of com- 
|| pensation now by law paid to mechanics similarly employed 
|| in the navy-yard in said District; and a sufficient sum for 
that purpose be, and the same is hereby, appropriated. 

| 





|| The amendment was agreed to. 
|| Mr. PRATT. The next amendment of the 


‘| Committee on the District of Columbia is to come 
in after line two hundred and twenty-nine, and is: 

For compensation to a chaplain to the city prison in the 
|| District of Columbia, to be appointed by the President of 
the United States, the sum of 3500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PRATT. The next amendment of the 
‘| committee is after line two hundred and thirty- 
eight to insert: 

|| _ For the erection of a new jail on the plan reported by 


|| Edward Clark, architect, to be located at or near the peni- 
|| tentiary of the District of Columbia, the sum of $150,000. 


| The amendment was agreed to. 


|| Mr. PRATT. The next amendment of the 
committee is to insert after line two hundred and 
sixty-three: 

For erecting cast-iron lamp-posts, and lighting the same 
with gas, from the western terminus of Pennsylvania ave- 
nue, ugh Bridge and High streets, Georgetown, $4,000: 
Provided, The costof the same shall not exceed the price 
of those now in use by the Government on Pennsylvania 
avenue. 


Mr. HUNTER. What streets are thoge to be 
lighted ? ! 

Mr. PRATT. Bridge and High streets in 
Georgetown, the first of which is the continuation 
of ores avenue. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think we take enough upon 
ourselves when we to light the avenue 
believe we do not light any street or avenue but 
Pennsylvania avenue here at the public expense. 

Mr. PRATT. This appropriation was passe 
last year by the Senate by a very large vote, and 
after a discussion. I hope that another discus 
sion will not be insisted on by my friend, the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance. 

Mr, HUNTER. I want a vote on it—not to 
discuss it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. PRATT. The next amendment of the 
committee is to insert after line two hundred and 
sixty-six: 

For compensation to Alfred L. Rives, civil engineer, and 

ying the incidental expenses in making surveys, draw- 
| specifications, and estimates, for a brid 
Potomac, under an act of Congress, $6,410 77. 

The amendment was agreed to: 


Mr. PRATT. The next amendment of the 
committee is after line two hundred and sixty- 
eight to insert: 

For commencing the construction of a substantial bridge | 
at the aqueduct, on the Potomac river, in the District of 
Columbia, according tothe plan reported by Alfred L. Rives, | 
civil engineer, $100,000; and the Secretary of the [nterior 





across the 


approval of Congress, for continuing said work; but no 
contract shall be made, or money paid for work on said 
bridge, for the accommodation of railroad cars or locomo- 
tives; but the Secre of the Interior may contract with 
any railroad company desiring the right of way across said 
bridge, to pay its due proportion of the cost of the work ; 
and in doing so, he shall impose such limitations and restric- 
tions on said company as will prevent it at all times from 
obstructing, or in any way impeding, the ordinary transit 
across said bridge. : 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not exactly understand 
the import of that amendment. I hope the gen- 
deman will explain it. 

Mr. PRATT. This amendment is for the con- 
struction of a bridge across the aqueduct which 
conveys the Chesapeake and Ohio canal across 
the Potomac river to Georgetown, going to Alex- 
andria, which was originally built by money ap- 


propriated by this Government. It isnot strong | 


enough for a railroad and other purposes. 
Mr. BUTLER. How far is it above the Pres- 
ident’s house ? 
Mr. PRATT. 


It is at Georgetown. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


lam unwilling that any rail- | 


approbation of the Secretary of the Interior, over | 
those piers. I doubt whether they are sufficient | 
to bear the burden of a railroad in addition tothe | 
canal which they already have. It is a great 
work to make piers. Besides, lam not willing 


direction, nor de I want the bridge there. 1 be- 
lieve this amendment gives no protection to the 
rights of the canal. I think one end of that bridge 
belongs to the Alexandria Canal Company, and | 
we have no right to put the bridge there without | 
their consent. 

Mr. RUSK. 
by adding to it: 

And for the purpose of facilitating the transportation of 
the mails between the North and the South, the Secretary 
of the Interior is authorized to grant the right of way over 
the Long Bridge to any company operating a railroad be- 
tween the cities of Washington and Alexandria, Virginia: 
Provided, That the said company shall repair the said bridge | 
at its own cost, in a manner satisfactory to the said Secre- 
tary,and permit the free use thereof for ordinary travel, 
without charge or toll of any kind: 4nd provided further 
That Congress shall have power, at all times, to alter said 
bridge, and to withdraw this grant at pleasure, without 
charge by such company against the United States for loss 
or indemnity. 

Mr. MASON. I feel bound to say a word on 
this subject. I shall vote for the amendment to 
the amendment for what it may be worth. I do 
not know that it will ever come to anything. I 
do not know that any company can ever be found | 
to undertake to put that bridge in a condition to 
bear a railroad; still 1 shall vote for it, and take 
the chances. As to the original amendment, it 
is, as I understand, to authorize an expenditure 
of $100,000 towards constructing a bridge over 
the piers where the present aqueduct is, at George- 
town. I take it for granted the honorable Sen- 
ator who made that proposition knows the fact 
that those piers belong to the Alexandria Canal 
Company; and Congress has no more power, 
without the consent of that company, to direct a 
bridge to be built there than to order a second 
story to be put to my house. Whether the Alex- 
andria Canal Company will ever assent to this 


I move to amend the amendment 








j 
is hereby authorized to enter into contracts, subject to the | 








i 
° ° ° | 
that there should be a railroad connection in that || 





proposition I know not. I am rather disposed to | 


think they will not, from what I have heard; but 
until they have given their assent, I should think 
it was perfectly idle to legislate on this subject. 
I do not know what will be the ultimate policy 
of the State of Virginia, within whose territory 
the southern abutment of this aqueduct lies, in 
reference to railroads leading through that State; 
but at present I should think a peremptory order 
of this kind by Congress would tend to frustrate 
and impede the ultimate connection. I shall vote 








| long existed. 





for the amendment to the amendment; but I hope 
the whole proposition will be lost. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I understand that the piers 
now spoken of were built at the expense of this | 
Government, at a cost of half a million of dollars. 
I shall vote for the proposition that comes from | 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and | 
against the amendment proposed by my friend 
from Texas, and my reasons are these: I am op- 
posed to the continuance of the Long Bridge where | 
it now is; I hope to see it destroyed, and the navi- | 
gation of the river opened, in order that George- | 
town and this city may enjoy the privileges to | 
which they are naturally entitled. I am in favor 
of it for another reason—to improve the health of 
the city, and to remove an objection which has 


I have still another reason: by the canal bridge | 
at Georgetown is the proper way to connect the | 
railroads of the North and the South, without 
depending on any water communication. It is | 
the shortest way; it is the way which will ulti- 
mately be resorted to. You can pass from the 
railroad depot here to Alexandria by the way of 
Georgetown in shorter time than you can pass 
by the present Long Bridge, on account of the 
increased speed allowable if you go by way of 
Georgetown. 
ure, if it be ultimately carried out, relieve us of 
the threatened evil of a railroad crossing Penn- 
sylvania avenue, between the Capitol and the 

resident’s House. 


These are the reasons in short which determined | 


me long ago to adopt any measure that will con- 
nect the railroads North and South by the way of 
Georgetown. In addition to these, there is still 
another reason: it will afford Georgetown railroad 


n facilities which I think h le are justly en- 
road connection should be made, even with the 1 a ' aye ane 


titled to. 

Mr. BUTLER. I concurthoroughly with my 
friend from Connecticut. If all the engineers in 
the country were to come and tell me that the 
Long Bridge was not an obstruction to the current 
of the Potomac, and was not a source of accumu- 
lative matter there to produce disease, I would not 
believe them, because I have been there when the 
river was low, and have seen the mud when it was 
almost dry. 

Besides, I think Washington and Georgetown 
ought not to be rivals. I think you ought not to 
give preference to one, so as to make two commu- 
nities in litigation. If you will make a bridge 
near Georgetown, I think you will identify the 
two, and assimilate them, and bring them into a 
connection which they have not heretofore occu- 
pied. I have no interest in this matter; but, in 
my opinion, the Long Bridge has not only im- 

eded the navigation of the Potomac, but has 
een the source of fatal disease at the President’s 
House. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will make an appeal to 
gentlemen to allow us to get through the appro- 
priation bills. If this Long Bridge controversy 
is to be continued, we might as well stop all other 
business for the session. It has been debated here 
for the last four years, and I never knew debate 
to cease on it. The debate will be interminable 


on the Long Bridge if it isto goon. I do hope 
the vote will be taken. 
Mr. PRATT. I desire merely to correct my 


friend from Virginia [Mr. nerd in regard toa 
fact. He stated that these piers belonged to the 
canal company. The money was in fact the 
money of the Federal Government. The com- 
mittee directed a letter to the president of the 
company, and February 19, 1857, is the date of 
his answer, in which the company give their 
assent to the use of the piers for the proposed 














You also, by adopting this meas- 
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bridge. The estimate is made under a law of the | 
last session, which directed the Secretary of the | 


Interior to examine and report what was the 
proper site for a bridge. 

Mr. MASON. The letter dated February 19, 
1857, certainly does correct the impression under 
which I was. I learned from several citizens of 
Alexandria, who came here on this subject, within 
the last week or eight days, that, although an 
assent had been given at some day they presumed 
that assent would be revoked. The present letter 
would certainly place me in error in that respect; 
or rather, I derived erroneous information from 
them. As to the property of these piers, there 
can be no question that they belong to the Alex- 
andria canal. The Government, I think, did 
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advance $400,000 towards building these piers; 
but the piers themselves cost more than half a 
million of dollars—I think $575,000. It is —_ 
of one single work, a canal extending from Alex- 
andria to Georgetown, crossing the Potomac river 
by this aqueduct, and it belongs to that company. 

Mr. IVERSON. lLaddress myself to the latter 
amendment offered by the Senator from Texas. 
The structure of the Long Bridge is there perma- 
nently fixed, and of course, if it be an obstruction 
to navigation and the current, in order to remove 
that difficulty the Long Bridge must be taken 
down and removed. at would involve a very 
heavy expense—perhaps an expense of several 
hundred thousand dollars. Thatis a question for 
the consideration of Congress, whether the Long 
Bridge as it now stands shall be taken down and 
removed, because nothing else can restore the 
current of the river to that condition to which the 
Senator from South Carolina wants it restored. 
it will do no good to vote down this amendment, 
because destroying the amendment of the Senator 
from Texas will not remove the obstruction. 

I have no objection to the construction of a 
bridge at Georgetown; but it seems to me, as long 
as the causeway of the present structure of the 
Long Bridge remains, and is permitted to stay 
there by Congress, at least it ought to be putin a 
condition to be used. It is not asked that Con- 
gress shall expend any money for putting it in 
use, but simply to — to any company the 
privilege of doing this, reserving the right to 
withdraw the grant whenever Congress shall think 
proper to appropriate the money and order the 
structureto be removed. Inthe mean time, while 
the structure is permitted to remain, it seems to 
me very important to this city, as well as to the 
people on the other side of the river who come to 
this market, that they should have some means 
by which the bridge may be put in use; and there- 
fore I shall vote for the amendment to the amend- 
ment, and shall vote for both propositions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. IVERSON called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. RUSK. I have but a word to say. In 
traveling from one extremity of this country to 
the other, there is no greater obstruction to be 
found on any general road than there is at the 
city of Washington. The Government here acts 
as dog in the manger. It will not make a road 
by which the travel can pass from the North to 
the South by this place, and by which the mails 
can be transported, nor will it allow anybody else 
to do it. 

The Senator from Connecticut says he does not 
like to see any rivalry got up between the cities 
of Washington and Georgetown. The original 
amendment proposes to appropriate $100,000 to 
build a bridge for the benefit of the city of George- 
town. My amendment is about to be voted down, 
which is to authorize individuals, on their own 
hook, to prepare the Long Bridge for travel. All 
that has been said by the Senator from South 
Carolina, as was very properly remarked by the 
Senator from Georgia, is cualy inapplicable, be- 
cause the power to remove the bridge is reserved. 
If the Secretary of the Interior grants anybody 
the right of way over the Long Bridge, it ceases 
the moment Congress desires its removal. 

Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. I shall be 
very glad to vote intelligently on the amendment 
to the amendment. I confesson hearing it read 
that 1 do not understand it. Ido not understand 
that it imposes any obligation on this railroad 
company to whom the right to use the bridge is 
to be granted, to make it passable for common 
travel over the bridge. It is simply said they are 
to use it for their Saspatets and they are to per- 
mit those who choose to use it; but there is no 
obligation imposed on them in terms to render it 
passable for the general public who may have 
occasion to pass over it in other kinds of convey- 
ance. They may doit or not as they may please, 
as I understand the amendment. at being my 
understanding of it, however I might be disposed 
otherwise to vote, it strikes me it affords none of 
those facilities for accommodation to the public 
which are urged here as an ment in its favor. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to inquire of some 
one who can inform me, whether the amendment 
does not involve necessarily the use of the bridge 


for purposes and the passage of Penn- 
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sylvania avenue at the lower part of the city by 
a railroad. train? 

Mr. BROWN. Of course it does; and that is 
what is meant. 

Mr. RUSK. Of course it does not. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. How are they to get to 
this end of the city without crossing Pennsylva- 
nia avenue? They cannot possibly doit. One 
proposition necessarily involves the other, and 
that other we have voted down two or three times 
by very large majorities, When you give this 
railroad company the right to run across the 
bridge with their trains, the next thing will be to 
allow them to run across Pennsylvania avenue 
with their trains. 

Mr. RUSK. They will have to get a grant 
from Congress to do it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The city will give them 
the authority, as they have done already. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is an obligation not to 
cross Pennsylvania avenue, but to stop on the 
other side of the canal. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. But then they will go 
over In carriages. 

Mr. HUNTER. Of course they can go in 
omnibuses. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They will notdoit. The 
moment you grant them one thing, they get the 
other. It is the first step to crossing Pennsylva- 
nia avenue in some direction bya railroad train. 
They cannot make it available, if their trains are 
to run across the bridge, without crossing Penn- 
sylvanig avenue somewhere. 

Mr, HUNTER. Then you must pass a law 
to prevent them from going across Pennsylvania 
avenue. That is the amount of the argument of 








the Senator from Maine. I suppose, if they cross | 
in carriages, they ought to have the privileges of | 


other citizens. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. So they ought, but this 
is taking the first step to what we have already 
refused over and over again. 

Mr. ALLEN. I believe they have no right at 
present by law to cross Pennsylvania avenue. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I know they have not, 
but still they will do it. 

Mr. ALLEN. The rails are laid, but they 
have never been used. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They will be, if you take 
this step. 

Mr. STUART. This amendment expressly 
authorizes this company to change the structure 
of the bridge at their pleasure. That undoubt- 
edly authorizes them to build a bridge on which 
they can run trains of cars. This yields the onl 
power that is left to Congress to protect Pennsy!- 
vania avenue, because, when you authorize the 
company to build a railroad bridge over the Poto- 
mac river, and run up to the canal, their power 
will then have become so big, that you cannot 
hold it; and it excludes ordinary travel. They 
may build a railroad bridge, and run a train of 
cars over it; and whenever they do that, you can- 
not run over it with horses. You cannot be there 
with private carriages in safety at all; so that it 
brings us back to the proposition in a worse man- 
ner and form than before; and is, in effect, the 
same proposition which the Senate voted down 
the other a, - a very large vote. 

Mr. BRIGHT. This proposition in some form 
or other has been voted down for a last ten 
years at every session of Congress. The amend- 
ment of the dicnten from Texas, as I understand 
it, surrenders what is known as the Long Bridge 
to a raiiroad — It does not even require 
that the company shal! keep the draws open. 
There are two sides to this question. The peo- 
ple of town, forming a very respectable 
portion of this District, have complained from the 
time this bridge was originally established down 
to the present hour, that it interfered with their 
commerce, with their vested rights, and with the 
health of all persons who live in the vicinity of 
the bridge, and ——— = y have a right 
to complain of it. hen ridge was injured 
by the flood some four or five years ago, there 
was a great straggle in the Senate as to whether 
we should ap jate money to remove it; and 
gentlemen, by turning to the Journal, will ascer- 
tain that this body refused to make any 


riation whatever for the continuation of the. aay 
Bridge At that time it was understood that it 
d be abandoned, that the stream should be 
opened out, and that Georgetown should be re- 


| a great public nuisance. 


| 
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stored to something like her original rights; and 
now. there is a proposition to surrender the Long 
| Bridge toa railroad company without even requir- 
| ing them to keep the draws open. 
on opposed to making any appropriation what- 
'ever for the improvement of the Long Bridge. 
| Certainly 1 am opposed to making any appropri- 
| ations to give a company the power to control it. 
| Laying arailroad track onthe Long Bridge would 
| have the effect to drive off just such travel as gen- 
tlemen say they are desirous to accommodate. It 
| cannot be used for any other purpose, It isa 
very weak and narrow structure at best. The 
laying of a railroad track on it would cut off all 
other travel. I would much rather vote an ap- 
| propriation to remove the Long Bridge entirely, 
and put up a bridge at the point indicated by the 
Senator from Marylend. , 

Mr. CLAY. f do not propose to multiply 
words to any extent on this question. I agree 
entirely in what has been said by the Senator 
from Indiana. Hitherto, before this bridge was 
broken down by the late freshets, I know, from 
my own observation and experience, that it was 

On one occasion, when | 
I wished to pass over to Virginia on that bridge, 
| | was detained between one and two hours, while 
| the draw was up in order to let a vessel pass | 
which could not get up because of a squall of 
wind, and the narrow passage it had to make. 
Opposite to me there were at least a dozen car- 
riages, that looked like a funeral procession, | 
standing there waiting for the vessel to pass and 
the draw to be lowered. It is not only a great | 
| nuisance to the — of Georgetown in obstruct- | 
ing their trade on this river, but a great nuisance 
to the people of Washington in exposing a vast 
deal of vegetable matter to the atmosphere, and 
generating disease at certain seasons of the year; 
and it is a great nuisance to the travelers and 











it is now, as I remarked, a great obstruction to 
the traffic upon this river to the city of George- 


| 
| tradesmen who pass to and fro across the river. 
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town. Adopt this amendment, and it will bea 
total obstruction. You mightas well dam up the 
river there, or build a wall across it, so as.to pre- | 
vent any egress at all up and down, as to.pass | 
this amendment. The Senator from Texas who | 
introduges it says Congress reserves the right to | 
withdraw the grant when it chooses. I 

ermit a company to go to the great expense of | 
Siting that bridge for the passage of railroads, | 
and of heavy transportation across them, does 





grant, or if they should withdraw the grant, will 
not Congress be bound to indemnify them for the 
injury ups have done them in taking away from | 
them this privilege? So that, in the sequel, if | 
the grant should be withdrawn, Congress will | 
pay for the improvement, and you might as well | 
vote a million of dollars at once to build a bridge. | 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have looked at | 
the quarrel in relation to the Long Bridge as in | 
fact a difficulty between the citizens of George- | 
town and the citizens of Washington, as to who 
should have the bridge. The site of the Long | 
Bridge has long been in use, and so far.as I know 
it is the most convenient one for the community 
at large. 

It is said to be an obstruction to the river, and 
its consequences upon the health of this commu- 
ee spoken of. I think those matters ought 
to be judged of by those most interested. The 
citizens of Washington ought to be the, ju of 
the effect produced by this bridge on the health 
of the city. Se far as their action is concerned, 
the city of Washington looks upon it as the most 
proper location that could be selected. There is 
already a bridge there, and it now forms the only 
communication we have at all at certain seasons 
of the year. 
The Senaior from Maine alluded to the breaking 
off of connection by railroads here. During the 
last winter, when the river was frozen) wp, the 
public were compelled to go in omnibuses from 
the depot in this city to Alexandria before they 
could pass through. But for the Long Bridge 


there would have been no possibility of their 
going atall. You are informed that a railroad 
might be constructed over the anes tun- 
neling at an immense expense., You have no 
railroad connection there now; and, from. the 


great cost which is on ye ey 
never will have; and therefore that bridge, as a 








| 
you | 


any one suppose that Congress will withdraw the || th 


fn Masecietavenuce and Tenth and {wei nue 





railroad connection, will probably be useless to 
ee traveling public. 
citizens of Washington have gone on and 

constructed a railroad from this city to Alexan- 
dria, at a large cost to the corporation of Wash. 
ington, leading to the site of this bridge. If you 
permit a communication across it, you have a 
connection between the North and the South. If 

ou cut it off, you cutoff the connection. Now 
in the winter, when the river is frozen up, the on] , 
opportunity the travel has of passing through is 
to go in omnibuses, If there be no communica- 
tion by the Long bridge, the travel must stop. | 
take it, that the population in Washington city 
and the authorities bike ought to know the suit- 
able location for the bridge. They have time 
after time declared their preference, as I under- 
stand, for this location. Itistheold location. [It 
is the location to which there is a railroad alread 
laid down and in operation. Will you dlistegare 
the wishes of the citizens of Washington, and 
destroy a railroad which they have constructed ? 
Will you go away and construct a new bridge, 
after you destroy the one which is the most 
direct for every traveler who desires to visit the 
seat of Government from the South? That is 
to be the effectof it. Isay the citizens of Wash- 
ington are as good judges of the effect of this 
bridge on them as anybody else can-be; and the 
statement, that the navigation of the river is bein 
obstructed by it, is neither warranted by the 
opinions of the citizens of the city of Washington, 
nor by scientific men who have made surveys of 
the work itself. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
on the amendment to the amendment, resulted— 
yeas 13, nays 33; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Brodhead, Green, Harlan, Houston, 
Hunter, Iverson, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pearce, 
Reid, Rusk, Thompson of Kentucky, and Yulee—13. 

NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of New 
Hampshire, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, 
Brown, Butler, Clay, Dodge, Durkee, Evans, Fessenden, 
Fish, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hale, James, Nourse, Pratt, 
Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, ‘Toucey, Trum- 
bull, Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Wright—33. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


jected; and the question recurred on the amend- 


ment offered by Mr. Prart, for the construction 
of a bridge at the aqueduct. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate is not going 
to make this discrimination between Alexandria 
and Georgetown. If you will not do anything 
for the Long Bridge, you should leave things as 


ey are. 

Mr. BRIGHT. This is to place a bridge at 
the proper point—a point where it is required; 
and I was under the impression that there would 
be. no objection to it. 

Mr. HUNTER. Virginia does not want a 
bridge there. 

r. BRIGHT. I think one is wanted there. 

The amendment was not agreed to; there being, 
on a division—ayes 11, noes 21. 

Mr. PRATT. Ihave another amendment to 
offer from the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia: 

For continuing the improvement of North Capitol street 


ignaedite a bridge. over the railroad at D street north) to 


assachusetts avenue, the sum of $33,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PRATT. [offer the following amendment 
from the Committee on the District of Columbia: 


‘For repairing Pennsylvania avenue at the intersection of 
Eleventh: street the width of said street on the plan known 
as the Belgian cere the sum of $5,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary for that purpose. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. ° The President of the Senate, 
as a member of the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, had an:amendment to offer, and has 
asked me to offer it for him. It is in relation to 


the Long Bridge. 

Mr. PRATT Let us get through those which 
the Committee on the District py Columbia di- 
rected the chairman to offer. 

Mr. HUNTER. Very well. 


- Mr.PRATT. Tam offering these amendments 
for the chairman of the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. The next is: 

For inclosing with a wooden fence, and i the 


New York 
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Mr. PRATT. The next amendment is: 


For inclosing with an iron railing, and improving the tri- 
angular space on Pennsylvania avenue between Righteenth 
and Nineteenth streets, and the space on the south side of 
the avenue between Twentieth and Twenty-First streets, 
the sum of 16,229 01. 


The amendment was agreed t¢. 
Mr. PRATT. The next amendment of the 


committee is: 

For furnishing lamp-posts and lamps on the north, eas’ 
and west side of yette Square, and for taking up an 
laying down the footway on said square, and underdraining 
the same, $15,000. 


The aniendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PRATT. The next amendment is: 


For providing additional accommodations for the United 
States courts in the District of Columbia, on the plan sub- 
mitted by E. Clark, architect, the sum of $30,000 


The amendment was agreed to. ' 
Mr. PRATT. The next amendment is: 


For inclosing Franklin Square with a substantial wooden 
fence, and painting the same, the sum of $5,352. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PRATT. Ihave another amendment to 
offer: 
For completing the grading and enene New Jersey 


avenue from north D street to New York avenue, the sum 
of $7,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PRATT. I have oné more amendment 
to offer: 

And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
the Secretary of the Interior, in executing the improvements 
around the Capitol ordered in this or in any other act, to sell 
either the railing, coping, or rubble stone now in use on the 
Capitol grounds, but shall, when they are superseded, use 
so much thereof as may be necessary in inclosing Judiciary 
Square, and the remainder shall be used in inclosing such 
pyblic grounds as the President may direct. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. I have an amendment to 
offer, at the request of the President of the Senate, 
who was directed to offer it by the Committee on 
the District of Columbia: 

For repairs of the Long Bridge over the Potomac river at 
Washington, in addition to the balance remaining unex- 
pended of the appropriation for the like purpose at the last 
session, the sum of $10,961 26 

Mr. PRATT. I offer as a substitute for that 
amendment the following: 

For the establishment of a steam ferry, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior, over the Potomac at 
the site of the Long Bridge, according to estimates furnished 
by the Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, the 
sum of $65,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suspect that I shall be in 
favor of that amendment, but I hope it will be 
offered separately, so that this amendment for the 
repair of the bridge may be distinctly voted on. 

r. PRATT... The proposition for the repair 
of the — has been voted down fifty times over. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then it will be voted down 
again, I suppose, but let us have a vote on it. [ 
prefer the Se to this steam ferry, but if I can- 
not get the bridge, I will go for that. 

Mr. PRATT. There is this difficulty: I am 
not authorized by any committee to offer this 
amendment, but I can, as an individual Senator, 
offer it as a substitute. 

Mr. HUNTER. But the cominittee will au- 
— it to be offered if this proposition be voted 

own. ‘ 

Mr. PRATT. Ido not know that they will; 
but I withdraw the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. «I call for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. ' 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 13, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Biggs, Green, 
Harlan, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Mason, Pearce, Reid, 
- Yo Messrs Ts Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler 
Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Olay, Collamer,’ ; 
Durkee, Evans, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Fos- 
ter, are —~ somes aes ) nen’ ete epenaes- 
see ? 

Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, Wright, and Wulee—36. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I am instructed by the 
i on Commerce to offer amendments 
for appropriations for custom-houses and other 
ublic buildings throughout the United States. 
The first amendment is: ‘s 
For the custom-house at Ken- 
The amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendment is: 
For completing the custom-house at Belfast, Maine, and 
for furnishing the same, $3,500 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendment is: 

For,completing the custom-house at Bath, Maine, $3,500. 

Mr. NOURSE. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by adding an appropriation of $8,000 for 
furnishing the custom-house and post office. I 
wish to state that there was, by accident, an 
omission on the part of the superintendent to get 
the necessary information in the hands of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, so that it was not 
recommended by him as it should have been. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I rise to a question of order. 
That amendment does not come from any com- 
mittee, 

Mr. NOURSE. I propose itas an amendment 
to an amendment, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is a proposition fora 
new appropriation not recommended by any com- 
mittee, and it is not in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Maine is not in order. 
The question is on the amendment of the Senator 
from Louisiana. 

Mr. HUNTER. There was an amendment 
offered by the Committee on Finance for Belfast, 
Maine, which was adopted this morning. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Commerce is: 

For enlarging the custom-house and post office at Spring- 
field, Lilinois, $50,000, with ten per cent. for contingencies. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The nextis: 


For fencing and grading the site of the custom-house at 
Bath, Maine, $16,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendment is: 


For enlarging the custom-house at Ogdensburg, New 
York, and providing for the uses of the United States courts, 
and other Federal offices, $50,C00, with ten per cent. on the 
same for contingencies. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suppose these amendments 
are all founded on estimates from the Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. They are all from the 
Mepaetmant.- 


he amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendment is: 

For the construction of a custom-house, post office, court- 
rooms, and other United States offices, at St. Paul, Minne - 
sota, Territory, $100,000, with ten per cent. additional for 
contingencies, exclusive of the cost of site. 

Mr. HUNTER. _ Is there any limitation in 
that amendment? These appropriations gener- 
ally contain a limitation as to the size of new 
custom-houses, and the materials of which they 
shall be built. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will read to the Senator 
the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury: 

** In reply, I have to say that, in consequence of its great 
importance as a public depository, I should recommend the 
erection of a fire-proof building of stone for a public depos- 
itory, custom-house, post office, ¢ourt-rooms, and other 
United States offices, sixty feet by ninety feet, and fifty-six 
feet high from the top of the underpinning to the eaves ;”’ 
* * * ‘for which there would be required an appro- 
priation of $100,000, and ten per cent. additional for con- 
tingencies, exciusive of the cost of site.”* 

Mr. HUNTER. Is there any restriction that 
it shall not exceed that? It has been customary 
to put in a restriction. | : 

r. BENJAMIN. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia is aware that for the last two years the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury has divided these public 
buildings into different classes, and has had esti- 
mates of the cost ofeach class,and this is a build- 
ing of the class that costs $100,000. There is 
no risk of its going beyond that amount. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ihave good information that 
the genre is mistaken, and that a limitation 
has been put in for the last two years. I sug- 
gest that we ought to have one proviso applicable 
to them all. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Very well; that can be 
done afterwards. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendment of 
the committee is: ty 
’ For enlarging the building for a custom-house, post office 
and court-room at Buffalo, New York, 121,000, including 
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the ten per cent. for incidentals; and for the like 
at Chicago, Tlinois, $200,000, with the ten per cent. for 
incidental expenses. 


Mr. HUNTER. Is this an alteration of the 
lan, or is it to add another story to the build- 


ng? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. It is to increase the size 


of the a eaik The Sec of the Treasury 
says the building already authorized is entirely 
inadequate. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. The Postmaster General 
has ascertained at those places, and reported to 
the Treasury Department, that the building would 
be insufficient and useless as a post office unless 
this enlargement took place; and hence the De- 
partment recommended it. Otherwise they can- 
not do the business to be performed at those 
places. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I have a further amend- 
ment to offer from the Committee on Commerce: 


For the construction of a custom-house, United States 
court-rooms, and post office, at Cairo, Illinois, $50,000 


hs ee. BASSES What are the collections at 
airo 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The object of the amend- 
ment is not so much for the construction of a 
custom-house—a single room is all that is neces- 
sary for that purpose—but Cairo is the great dis- 
tributing point for the mail. Some four hundred 
mail bags per diem are distributed at that point, 
and there is no place for their protection or 
security. This building is required for the post 


Office. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This is the great- 
est humbug that has ever been talked of. ere 
is a proposition to appropriate $50,000 for the 
erection of a building at Cairo. I would not give 
that amount for all Cairo. The whole mail there 
is contained in an office not twenty feet square, 
and no complaint is made about its being inade- 

uate. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is a wooden warehouse, 
and in it four hundred mail bags are deposited 


daily. 

Mc. JONES, of Tennessee. The Government 
is not bound to put them in wooden buildings. 

Mr. HUNTER, I hope we shall vote this 
amendment down. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 hope if my friend from 
Virginia must vote any amendments down he 
will not begin with the amendment for Cairo, and 
I will give the reason: the great southwestern 
mails that pass over the Illinois Central railroad 
come to Cairo in order toexchange the route. Lam 
informed by the Postmaster General, that there 
are deposited there four hundred mail aday, 
amounting from one thousand to one thousand 
one hundred bushels of mail-matter each day. 
Several clerks are employed there all the time in 
the distribution of that mail. They bave no place 
at Cairo for a post office except the warehouse 
that is epenen of. Although there is this amount 
of distribution matter, the proceeds of delivery at 
that point are not sufficient to pay the rent of a 
building. Under the law as it now stands, you 
are not at liberty to rent a building that will cost 
beyond the proceeds of the office. Here is one 
of the largest offices, so far as distribution is 
concerned, in the western country. ,This appro- 
priation has been twice recommended to Congress 

y the Postmaster General. He has recommended 
it during the first part of the session, and has re- 
newed it again as a matter absolutely essential to 
the great southwestern mail. 

r. BRODHEAD. I should like to inquire 
of my friend from Illinois, whether the site of 
this city of Cairo has been changed meneey ? At 
what point does the Illinois Central railroad come 
to the river? Is it at that place? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That is often five feet 
under water. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I want to inquire 
of the Senator from Illinois, whether there i not 
a town growing up rapidly a few miles above 
Cairo, on the ilhinews side, that in all probabili 
will supersede Cairo as a commercial place o 
deposit, or of trade of any description, and 
whether or not there is not a large capital invested 
and most extraordinary improvements going on 
at the first point of on the bank of the Ohio 
just above high water-mark,and whether Cairo 

not liable in large freshets to be overflowed? 
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ether he has any informati it would be very dangerous to establish this build- 
I do not know whether he has any informa on on || y | 





—_ 








this subject. I have recent information myself, || ing at Cairo on account of its depressed condition. 


sufficient to induce the belief that Cairo will be || All I suggest is, not that we should have a build- | 
superseded and extinguished by this rival place, || ing to secure the mail matter that is deposited at 
and that there is a better site for a great commer- || Cairo for distribution elsewhere, but that we | 
cial depot at the junction of the Ohio and Missis- || should rent a building or make some other pro- 
sippi, a few miles up the Ohio, on the Illinois side, | vision for the accommodation of the post office at | 
and that it is likely, in a year or two, that a || this time, until we see whether it is to be the true | 
branch railroad will be put under construction for || site of the great city likely to grow up in that 
a few miles in order to connect that place with the || neighborhood. If we build a permanent structure 
Cairo and Chicago railroad. The reason why I || there, in my opinion it will be useless to the Gov- 
make this inquiry is, that if this information be || ernment in a short time; buta year or two will 
true, we had better delay all these appropriations || develop what the result is to be, There is a 
for awhile. If this proposition is to build a per- || contest going on for the establishment of the city 
manent structure for a post office at Cairo, I think || that must go up there. I am willing to make an 
it is premature. We had better suspend = pro- || appropriation to rent a building, but not to make 
ceedings on the part of Congress in regard to a || an appropriation for the construction of a perma- 
custom-house and post office at that point, until || nent structure at this time. 

we hear whether this town, which is just a few Mr. COLLAMER. It is too late to intrude on 


miles above, is not likely to supersede Cairo asa || the precious time of the body at this moment, but 
| justice to myself and my views require that I 











lace of deposit. t : : 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I will answer my friend from houtt eos on ty point. Cairo has 
Tennessee with a great deal of pleasure. I am || not a distributing office at all. 
not aware of any such pemeeiees growth of || Mr. DOUGLAS. I must beg the Senator’s 
the town to which my friend alludes. I should || pardon—it is a distributing office. , 
rejoice if a great town was growing up there;|| Mr. COLLAMER. Itis not, unless it has been 
but I do not choose to go into the question of || recently established. 
town rivalry, town speculation, or any of those |} Mr. DOUGLAS. There have been a great 
achemes on this question. By the law of Illinois, || many changes in this country since that Senator 
and by the act of Congress granting lands to the |) was Postmaster General, and one of them has 
State to aid in the construction of the Illinois Cen- || been to make Cairo a distributing office. 
tral railroad, that road was compelled to terminate || Mr. COLLAMER. I am not acquainted with 
at the mouth of the Ohio river. That point is | that fact. . 
fixed by your act of Congress and by the law of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think I can sat- 
Illinois chartering that road, and none other. || isfy the Senator from Illinois that he is wholly 
That fixes the point at which your mail must || mistaken about there being a distributing office 
cross the river, and there consequently must be || at Cairo. Springfield is the distributing office. 
this terminus forever. In regard to the site of || Mr.COLLAMER. And the only one in the 
the town, I would not give a sixpence for a choice || State. 
between the sites of the two rival towns of which || Mr. DOUGLAS. Springfield never was a dis- 
the Senator speaks. || tributing office, and is not now; but Cairo is a 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. What is the height | distributing office. I cannot be corrected on either 
of the town to which I alluded above high || on monenn: ort = 
water? | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. oO not agree 
Mr. DOUGLAS. There are a few little knobs || with the Senator. 
of land there about as big as your fistabove high || Mr, COLLAMER. Cairo is a place where the 
water, but not large enough to put a building || amount of post office business is very little, and 
upon them. That will not be a rival town to || of course the commissions which the postmaster 
Cairo. 1 do not choose to go into that question. || receives there must be very small. The change 
T am not an advocate of town sites,and would not || of mails at that place is when the mails come 
care a sixpence for them. My only wish is to || down from the railroad, or are landed there by 
have the mails protected. The city of Cairo is || steamboats. A large number of persons may 
improved thereby. The Illinois Central railroad || be required to repack them for distribution. 
are compelled to make that place their terminas. | They are required to be taken apart for the pur- 
The proprietors of the city have offered an entire | pose of being placed into different boxes, to be 
block in the center of the city on which to locate || sent up or down the river, or on the railroad; 
this custom-house. That block would sell to day || but it is not an office for the purpose of distribu- 
for ie a ee have com mne aoe I] at - for os = _ oe of A ang! — 
site. You need the building, according to two || there. would be the strangest locality in the 
recommendations of the Post Office Department. || world for a distributing office. It is very possi- 
You need it there more than at any other point || ble, and highly probable, that the office at Cairo 
that I know of, unless it is some large city. If || is a separating office, but it is not a distributing 
you cannot afford to build an office there, will you || office. I think there must be some mistake in 
authorize the renting of a building, or make any | saying that there is a distributing office at Cairo; 
other arrangement for the protection of your | but as to its being a separating office, I suppose 
mails? You will not erecta building, although || there can be no doubt. 
a thousand bushels of mail-matter arrives there The custom-house at Cairo is a small affair. 
every day, and there is no place in which to keep || If a building is wanted there at all, it must be for 
it out of the rain, and the question is, what are || the accommodation of the post office. The mails 
we to do for its safety? I do not carea iupunne | lie there for the purpose of being separated, so 
about the question of town sites; but Ido not | as to send them off the next day by railroads or 
think a thousand bushels of mail-matter a day | steamboats. Most of the mails go by land. In 
should be exposed to tempests without any pro- || relation to building a post office there, we do not 
a. - . | own a post office in the United ee: ee 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I wish it to be | have been some arrangements made for buying 
understood that I have as little interest as the || the sites of post offices at Philadelphia, New 
Senator in any rivalry between these two places. '| York, Baltimore,and,I believe, Boston. Nothing, 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Fr (Mir BENJAMIN. Did I understand the Se 
r. » of Lennessee, rom represent- | r. . DI understand the Sen- 
ations that have been made to me, and poent ladle | ator to say that we do not own a post office in 
knowledge that I have of the very unfit location || the United States? 
of Cairo for a large city, or for the terminus of | Mr. COLLAMER. I do not know of one. 
the railroad at the delta formed by the junction | Mr. BENJAMIN. I believe we own hundreds 
of the Mississippi and Ohio, I wished to inquire || of them. We are constructing buildings every 
viens: “Fhaon Gain bean teas inventononse eats || fn Seewr Ortecne, cho pest odin and aniuhel hens 
on this site just above Cairo. 4b have never seen } are in one building. PY, 
it, and cannot answer the suggestion ofthe honor- || Mr. COLLAMER. I understand all about 
a Senator from ie _ a above | that, and I shall not slip it over. I say a 
igh-water mark. It is higher than Cairo, and to || not own a t office building, as a post office 
= extent oo the advantage. According to the || building, in the Usien. The Post Office a 
st account | heard of it, there were thirteen saw | ment was never authorized to buy or build a post 
miils established there preparing lumber, and a ! office. Recently, there have been some \o™ 
large foundery was under construction. T think |! acts for the buying of sites in New York, Phila- 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








___ March 8, 


delpbia, Baltimore, and Boston, which have not 
been carried into effect. It is true, when it was 
necessary for the use of the Government to build 
a custom-house or a court-house, we have, when 
we resolved to construct a building for either of 
those purposes, frequently put them together. We 
have required post offices to be in the same build- 
ing with the custom-house and court-house. We 
have a number of such buildings. Some of them 
are and some of them are not finished; but we 
never build a post office building as a post office 
building. I understand that this is a proposition 
to build a post office. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It is said by the gentle- 
man who introduced the amendment, that for the 
purpose of a custom-house no more than one 
room is wanted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That is very true. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The port there I suppose 
is a port of delivery, and I understand from the 
debate that but a single room is necessary for the 
accommodation of the custom-house, and the 
plan really is to build a post office. The other 
is a mere incident to it. I do not say there may 
not be a necessity for building more post offices 
in the United States than has yet been done, or 
even that you should not build buildings for the 
accommodation of post offices alone. I know 
that there are a great many applications now be- 
fore this body that are quite importunate for the 
construction of post offices in the jarge city of 
Brooklyn, in Annapolis, the capital of Maryland, 
and various other places, but I believe they have 
never been reported back from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Now, Mr. President, if you once resolve to 
build post offices as post offices alone, there 
should be some settled plan upon some sort of a 
scale; and we should understand that all offices 
having such an amount of income, or such an 
amount of business—in some way describing it— 
as would require a post office, should make a cer- 
tain class, and then we should know what parts 
of the country are or are not to have these post 
offices. We should not allow those most impor- 
tunate or most clamorous, or who can command 
the most personal favor, to obtain the establish- 
ment of post offices. By the adoption of some 
such plan, we should avoid this constant scramble 
for the establishment of these buildings. There 
should be some provision made by which the post 
offices should be classified, and by which we might 
know what is expected to be done, and what ought 
really to be done in regard to their establishment. 

It is true that the Post Office is not at liberty to 
pay out any more for the service at any one office 
than can be furnished by the income and com- 
missions of that office. When a distributing 
office finds it difficult to get along with its income, 
all that is wanted is the passage of an act to au- 
thorize the Postmaster General to use the incomes 
of one office to the necessary expenses of another. 
That is all that is wanted to enable them to hire 
rooms, or to hire the clerks which the office may 
require. If it is really necessary at Cairo that 
more money should be appropriated to carry on 
the business—for I believe the incomes and com- 
missions are very limited, and the amount mailed 
or to be delivered there is very limited—all that 
is wanted is the passage of an act by which the 
Postmaster General may use the commissions of 
another office to the necessary expenses of that 
office, or to authorize the postmaster there (who 
can have but very little commissions) to expend 
a certain limited sum for the hire of clerks, and 
the hire of a suitable place for an office. But until 
some arrangement be made by which we can 
understand what places may reasonably expect, 
in proper time, to have post offices, and what ey 
not, I am unwilling to enter upon the erection 0 
oe rticular places. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am sorry that the gentle- 
man from Vermont should attempt to include this 
place in a different class from those others for 
which appropriations have been made. Although 
the amendment says that the building shall be for 
the accommodation of the court-house, custom- 
house, and post office, it is still said that it is sub- 
stanijally for a post office, and that only one room 
is wanted for the custom-house. That is very 
true; but does the Senator, by that same rale, go 
against the construction of every building of this 
sort when only a small portion of it is required 
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he custom-house? Does he apply that rule 
 euneaae and in his own State! k bill was 
sed to erect a building for a court-room, cus- 
tom-house, and post office, at Burlington, Ver- 
ot— 
mt. COLLAMER. There was nothing in that 
bill for a court-house at all. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. So much the worse. Then 
it was ouly for the accommodation of the custom- 
house and post office. Was not the accommoda- 
tion of the post office the chief object there? Is 
not one room sufficient to do all the business for 
the custom-house at that place? I will test it. 
If there have not been more duties collected at 
Cairo within the last twelve months than there | 
have been collected at the custom -house in Burling- | 
ton, Vermont, in fifty years, I will not ask any 
appropriation fora building, so far as the custom- 
house is concerned. If Cairo does not beat Bur- 
lington on that point alone five to one within the | 
jast year, I will forfeit all claim to the appropria- 
tion; and yet the accommodation of the custom- | 
house is the least part of the necessity for a build- 
ing at Cairo. The chief point is toaccommodate 
the post office. ask if the chief object in con- | 
structing a building in the Senator’s own town, 











and also in Rutland, Vermont, was not the accom- 
modation of the post office? The mail matter at 
Cairo every day amounts to more than all the 
mail matter in all the places in Vermont at which 
appropriations have been made for erecting build- 
ings. The custom-house there pays five to one 
more than the custom-house at Burlington. The 
post office pays more than five to one to any post 
office in Vermont; and yet the Senator wishes to 
make an exception of this little town of Cairo. 
It is a town containing more population than any | 
town in which there is a post office in Vermont. | 
Hence, I do not like to see an assault on an ap- | 
propriation for a building in my own State which 
stands on higher ground of necessity than almost 
any appropriations you have made for the con- 
struction of such buildings in Vermont. 

I could go through the whole list of almost all 
the appropriations that have been made for the 
construction of buildings for custom-houses and 
post offices, and I could show that the accommo- 
dation of the post office is the chief object in 
each. That is the chief object at Buffalo, where 
we have been compelled to enlarge the building. 
It was large enough for a custom-house: Very 
little was required for that; but we had to enlarge 
it for the accommodation of the post office. That 
is the necessity for enlarging the building at Chi- 
cago. One fourth of the building would have 
accommodated the custom-house and court-house, 
but it had to be enlarged to accommodate the post 
office. The post office gives character to all these 
buildings. The necessity for a post office fixes 
the sum to be appropriated for every one of these 
buildings. The post office is the chief object out- 
side of the large cities, and the custom-house and 
court-house is but an incident. We may as well 
meet this appropriation fairly. Why, sir, there 
would not be any excuse for one tenth of these 
appropriations, except to accommodate the busi- 
ness of the post office. Generally, when you are 
making appropriations for custom-houses, the 
duties collected at them are not enough to pay for 
the building. In some places, the duties collected 
in twent aoe ears would not be sufficient to 
pay for the building. The post office is the chief 
point, 

But I do not wish to occupy time. This amend- 
ment has been offered in good faith. There isa 
stern necessity in the condition of Cairo for the 
construction of this building; but if you wish to 
turn these mails loose, and expose them to the 
weather, and will not construct a building in 
— to place them, beitso. I have discharged 
my duty. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 wish to put my 
friend from Illinois right. He insists that Cairo 
is a distributing office, and I insist that it is not. 
I have a list, which has been made out at the Post 
Office Department, of every distributing office in 
the United States paying less than $2,000 annu- 
ally, and of course Cairo, if it were a distributing 
office at all, would be one of that class; but it is 
not to be found in it. It is a separating office; 
but it is nota distributing office. There is but one 
mail that goes into the interior, and that is sep- 
arated and in boxes at Cairo, and sent up 
the Mississippi or the Ohio river. 
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Mr. DOUGLAS. Is that list certified ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. I ob- 
tained it from the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Iverson. | 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I want to know whether it | 
| 
| 





is certified. I was talking three days ago with 
the Postmaster General about this very appropri- 
ation. I wished to know from him whether, it 
being a first-class distributing office, more money 
could not be appropriated to it. He told me he 
would put it on the highest class of distribution 
offices. 

pe JONES, of Tennessee. It is a separating 
office. 

Mr. IVERSON. The Senator from Tennessee 
obtained that list from me. It is merely a list of 
the distributing offices of the United States where 
less than $500 a quarter is collected. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is precisely 
what I stated. Memphis is one and Indianapolis 
another of those offices. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes nineteen, noes not counted. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. [ have another amendment 
to offer. I shall have to ask Senators to exercise 
a little patience, for | have two hours’ work yet 
from the Committee on Commerce. The next 
amendment is; 


For completing and fitting up the post office in the build- 
ing erected for a custom-house and post office at Cincin- 
nati, $4,328 90. 


Mr. ADAMS. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 


That from and immediately after the passage of this act, 
it shall be the duty of the Postinaster General to enter into 
contracts with any individuals or companies who may pro- 
pose to carry the United States mails upon any railroad now 
finished, in whole or in part, or hereafter to be constructed, 
not to exceed once daily each way for the term of eight 
years ; and that any individual or company so contracting 
and enteringinto bond and good security, to be approved by 
the Postmaster General and Secretary of the Treasury, 
shall be entitled, in full compensation for such service, to 





import, without the payment of any other duties, all the 
iron necessary to be used in the construction, repair, or re- 
laying of such railroad during the continuance of such con- 
tract. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 
order, that the amendment is not germane to the 
question before the Senate. Ithasnotthe remotest 
connection with it. The amendment before the 
Senate is for fitting up the post office at Cincin- 
nati. The amendinent offered by the Senator 
from Mississippi to the amendment is in relation 
to contracts for carrying the mails over the rail- 
roads of the United States. I submit whether 
that is in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will consider the amendment to the amendment 
in order, as far as the question is here made, and 
the Senate can judge of it. The Chair has some 
doubt whether it is in order under the rules. 

Mr. HUNTER. Itis not in order, unless it 
comes from a committee. 

Mr. ADAMS. It comes from the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I did not understand the 
decision of the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
understands the amendment to the amendment to 
be offered by direction of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and will therefore 
consider it in order under the rule. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That was not the point I 
made. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In regard to 
the amendment not being germane to the subject- 
matter of the amendment under consideration, 
that is a question for the Senate to decide. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The appropriation pro- 
posed by the Committee on Commerce was to fit 
up a post office at Cincinnati. The amendment 
offered to that amendment is to carry. the mail by 
contract over the railroads of the United States. 

Mr. HUNTER. According to parliamentary 
rule questionsef consistency are to be decided by 
the body, and not by the President. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair so 
understands it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Let the Senate decide the 
question. 

Mr. ADAMS. My friends wish me not to 
offer my proposition as an amendment to this 
amendment, but as a separate amendment. I 
wish to say that I have been seeking, with a great 
deal of interest, to obtain a vote in some shape 
or form upon this subject. 


I rise to a question of | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
} 
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Mr. BIGLER. I desire to say-——- 
Mr. ADAMS. I am going to withdraw the 
amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
had better wait a while. Iron is a sore subject 
to him. 

Mr. BIGLER. Not in the least. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to state the reason why 
I propose to withdraw the amendment, notwith- 
standing my anxiety to obtain the sense of the 
Senate upon the subject. I have been so unfor- 
tunate as not to obtain a vote of the Senate on 
this or any other measure which [ thought im- 
portant; but I yield to the appeal of my friends, 
who think that if I were now to offer it to the 
amendment of the Senator from Louisiana, it 
would be trammeling other people's measures. 
As this is my last day in the Acasts, and it is the 
only time that I ahelhasin have an opportunity 
of even apemetas to serve my country, I did 
hope that [ would have an opportunity of obtain- 
ing the sense of the Senate upon a measure that 
I knew to be important, and which involves a 
subject of interest to the great mass of people 
throughout the whole length and breadth of the 
country; but whenever I propose it objection is 
made to its consideration, I withdraw the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. RUSK. I offer the following amendment 
to the amendment: 


For building a court house and post office at Raleigh, 
North Carolina, $50,000. 

For building a court house and post office at Cojumbia, 
South Carolina, $50,000. 

For building a court-house and post office at Madison, 
Wisconsin, $50,000. 

For building a court-house and post office at Greenville, 
South Carolina, 230,000. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
understands that this amendment to the amend- 
ment is offered by the direction of a committee, 

Mr. BENJAMIN, I rise toa question of order. 
These are all distinct propositions, making dis- 
tinct appropriations, having no connection with 
the one presented to the Senate from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. The Committee on Commerce 
have notgot through with theiramendments. The 
proposition is to amend an appropriation for the 
post office at Cincinnati by a proposition making 
appropriations for post offices at other places. 
The Chair decided the day before yesterday, on 
an appeal of the Senator from Georgia to the 
Charr, that propositions which contained separate 
and distinct appropriations could not be offered 
as amendments to each other. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
considers that the question, whether the amend- 
ment to the amendment is consistent with the 
matter in the amendment, is to be left to the Sen- 
ate. The Chair is not aware of having made any 
decision on the point. 

Mr. RUSK. These appropriations are equal! 
meritorious with the one contained in the pe went 
ment offered by the Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator from Georgia, 
on an appropriation bill, the day before yesterday, 
offered an amendment to increase the salary of a 
judge in California. An amendment was offered 
to the amend ment to increase the salary of another 
judge in California. The President decided that 
the amendment to the amendment was out of 
order, that it was a distinct and independent prop- 
osition, and that it must be put separately. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair has 
no recollection of such a decision. If the Sena- 
tor states it correctly, the Chair presumes he was 
in error. 

Mr. FOOT. That decision was made by a 
temporary occupant or locum tenens of the chair, 
who, by your favor, sir, was myself. I still enter- 
tain the opinion that I announced as Presiding 
Officer for the time being, that these are separate 
and distinct propositions, independent in their 
characters, and that each should be submitted to 
the Senate on its own merits. I am in favor of 
the proposition submitted by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Texas. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senator from Louisiana 
will withdraw his objection tomy amendment. It 
stands precisely on the same footing, and isequally 
meritorious with the proposition he has offered. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I was here waiting three 
hours for the purpose of offering the amendments 
of the Committee on Commerce. | have offered 
a number of amendments, and have yet several 
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others to offer. The Senator has a right, from 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
to propose his amendments; but the proposition 
now is to cut me off in the middle of the business 
of the Committee on Commerce by the business 
of the Post Office Committee. The amendment 
offered by the Senator from Texas consists of a 
half dozen propositions, on which every Senator 
has a right to demand a division. The result of 
it is, that his propositions are taken up in prefer- 
ence to those of the Committee on Commerce. I 
cannot consent to such a course; and I do not 
think it courteous to the Committee on Com- | 








merce, 
Mr. RUSK. I intended no discourtesy in offer- | 
ing the amendment. My opinion is, that the vote | 
should be taken on all these propositions together, | 
They would have been adopted in less time than | 
the Senator has taken to object to them. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Does the President finally 
dispose of the question of order? 
The PRESHWWENT pro tenipore. The Chair | 
is of the opinion that the question, whether the 
amendment to the amendment is inconsistent with 
the subject-matter of the amendment, is not a 
question of order to be submitted to the Chair. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. That is not the point of 
order, 
portant that it should be decided—that upon a 
proposition from a committee to make a specific 
appropriation for a specific perpen, it is not in 
order to offer amendments 
tions for other purposes; that these are distinct 
propositions, to be decided separately upon their 
own merits. 


consistent one, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
decides the amendment to the amendment to be 
in order. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
from the decision of the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the | 
judgment of the Senate ?’’ 


The decision of the Chair was sustained; there | 


being, on a division—ayes 17, noes 16. 
Mr. PUGH. [hope the Senator from Texas 


will withdraw the amendment to the amendment. || 
|| are there ? 


The amendment offered by the Committee on 
Commerce is to pay for repairs, the accounts for | 
which have already been audited, and they are | 
only waiting for this appropriation to pay the 
money. If the amendment offered to the amend- 
ment be attached to it, it will drag down m 
roposition, or the proposition of the State which 
Tans the honorin part to represent. His amend- 
ment contains a parcel of new appropriations | 
which will defeat the proposition offered by the | 
Committee on Commerce. I do not see the fair- 
ness of such a proceeding. 
Mr. RUSK, On the contrary, I believe m 
amendment will strengthen the amendment of- 
fered by the Committee on Commerce. By pro- | 
viding for the erection of these buildings gener- | 
ally, rather than in particular localities, it will | 


| 
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| North Carolina has never asked the Federal Gov- 


I raise this point of order—and it is im- | 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. I withdraw the amend- 
or other appropria- | 
I say that the amendment to the || 
amendment is a distinct proposition—not an in- | 


The Chair || 
| the Committee on Commerce is to insert at the 


I will respectfully appeal | 


i} 


a 


'| we have gone far enough when we have erected 

them in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and 
|| Baltimore, and, perhaps, in New Orleans. In 
cities of that character, it may be cheaper to erect 
buildings than to rent them. But, in regard to 
other cities, I think it is far better policy to rent 
buildings, because this property in the hands of 
the United States will cost a great deal, while the 
same service could be subserved by simply rent- 
ing such accommodations as are wanted. But 
_ know it is useless for me to say anything on the 
| question. 

Mr. REID. So far as the building at Raleigh 
is concerned, I will state that North Carolina has 
furnished to the Federal Government, from its 
foundation to the present time, a court-house 





without any charge. The post office at Raleigh 
'is a large and important distributing office. 


| ernment, until this time, to build a court-house. 
|The Federal Government is as able to build a 
| court-house as the State of North Carolina; and 
| as we have accommodated her so long, and the 
| Treasury is now able to pay for such a building, 
I think she ought to be put upon an equality with 
| the other States, and that it is nothing but just 
and fair that a building should be constructed 
there for the use of the Government for the Fed- 
eral courts. 


ment. I believe that carries the amendment to 
the amendment with it. 
| Mr. REID, If it is adopted, the gentleman 
| cannot withdraw it. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No question 
has been had upon itas yet. The amendment 
| is withdrawn. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendment of 
| end of the bill: 


For the construction of warehouses at the quarantine sta- 
tion on the Mississippi river, below New Orleans, $50,000 : 
Provided, That no part of said sum shall be expended until 
| the State of Louisiana shall pass a law ceding jurisdiction 
| over the site of such warehouse to the United States, and 
| shall grant to the United States the use of so much land as 
may be necessary for the construction of such warehouse, 


|| with water front, and privilege of the wharf now built or 


| hereafter to be built at said station. 


Mr. HUNTER. How many of these stations 





Mr. BENJAMIN. This amendment is forthe 
| establishment of a warehouse at the quarantine 


| station on the Mississippi, below New Orleans. 


|| The act of 1793 made it the duty of the General 


| Government to establish warehouses wherever 
| quarantines were established. Upon application 


|, to the Secretary of the Treasury to establish a 


warehouse at this point, he said he had no appro- 
| priations for it; and wrote a letter asking an ap- 
_ propriation of $50,000 to enable him to carry out 
| the law. 
Mr. HUNTER. Is it for one station? 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Yes, sir; for one station 
at the quarantine on the Mississippi. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I have a further amend- 


obtain more friends for the original proposition. | ment to offer, from the Committee on Com- 
Mr. PUGH, There is no question of locality || merce: 


about the amendment offered by the Committee | 


For the continuation and completion of the custom-house, 


on Commerce The work has been done, and the || post office, &c., at Dubuque, lowa, $20,000, with ten per 
question is whether the United States will pay | cent. for contingencies ; and the Secretary of the Treasury 


or it, 
makes no difference to me. ; 

Mr. HUNTER. I know it is in vain to resist | 
these propositions for erecting buildings, nomi- | 


the United States. 
them for along time, and found it perfectly vain. | 
Tonly wish to say, once for all, that thisis nothing | 
but a general system of distributing the public | 


: || its next session 
nally for this purpose, in almost every town in || over the site to 


| former a 


4 || is hereby authorized to take possession and pay for the land 
If they do not choose to pay for it, it || and prosecute the work conditioned upon the city of Du- 


buque entering into a bond in its corporate capacity, with 
good and sufficient individual security for twice the amount 
the appropriations, that the Legislature of Lowa will at 
an act ceding exclusive jurisdiction 
e United States, and forever exempting 


I have been trying to resist || the property from all taxation. 


Is this an addition to the 
ropriation, or an increase of it? 
JAMIN. This is an additional ap- 


Mr. HUNTER. 
Mr. B 


money by erecting buildings all over the ee. 1 oo of $20,000, in order to complete the 
or | u 


1 find appropriations for erecting buildings 

coltnia eas, post offices, and court-houses at | 

places where it would obviously seem to be ab- 

surd. ey vary the words ‘‘custom-house, 

pent office, and court-house,”’ according as they | 
n 


ding. 
Mr. FIUNTER. Ts it to cost that much more 
than estimated ? é 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Yes, sir. i 
Mr. HUNTER. What reason is given for the 


d excuses, in that way to get buildings erected | increased estimate? 


in towns where there is a demand forthem. 1. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I will read the letter of the 


suppose there is no mode of resisting it until the || Secretary of the Treasury. He states that he 


system breaks itself down. For one, I am not | 
disposed to vote for the erection of these build- 
ings, except in the leading cities and centers of 
commerce. 


In regard to the erection of post offices, I think | 


begs “ re y to the attention of the 


committee to the fact that the act of a 
| uires the building to be Sopberectal of stone, 


and the amount appropriated, $88,000, is no . 


} and in some cases not as 
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for buildings of similar dimensions to be built of 
brick, and is insufficient for constructing a stone 
edifice of thiskind. The law will therefore require 
to be amended, 80 as to authorize its construction 
of brick, or else an additional appropriation of 
$20,000 will be necessary to enable ¢ Depart- 
ment to construct it in conformity with the law.”’ 

As the law directed its construction in stone 
we have moved this amendment to add $20,000 
to the amount. 

Mr. HUNTER. Can the Senator inform me 
whether the Secretary commenced using the 
money without knowing that it would be sufii- 
cient? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will state to the Senator 
the condition of this custom-house exactly. The 
Secretary of the Treasury has not begun the 
building yet, because upon the acts, copies of 
which have been furnished him from the State 
of Iowa, the Attorney General is of opinion that 
the cession of jurisdiction made by the State of 
Iowa is not sufficiently explicit; but he has made 
a purchase, and is apprehensive of losing the 
chance of getting a | raged location, which he has 
already secured. e has therefore asked the 
committee to recommend this additional appro- 
priation, and that he be allowed to go on with 
the work, taking bond that at its next session, 
two years off, the Legislature will amend this 
law so as to make the cession perfect. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator will excuse me 
for asking questions, as I desire information, but 
I want to see what the value of the restriction is, 
Is this sum in addition to that already appro- 

riated to finish the work, or is he to go on and 
puild, and then ask for more? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The amount he, recom- 
mends is the total amount for the entire buildmg 
on the estimates, with ten per cent. for contingen- 
cies. In the last estimate given for this custom- 
house, the appropriation was $80,000, which was 
sufficient, according to the Secretary’s estimate, 
for a brick building. Congress ordered it to be 
made of stone, and this additional $20,000 is re- 
quired for that purpose. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendm 
the Committee on Commerce is t 
For completing the State-House at Sani» / 
ico, $45,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator allow me 
to suggest an amendment on this subject? Would 
it not be well to introduce a section that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall not commence the 
building until it is ascertained that it can be made 
and completed within the estimate? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That has already been sug- 

sted, and I will do so at the suggestion of the 

enator. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Did I understand the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offer an amendment for 
building a State-House at Santa Fé? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. For completing it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I should like to hear « 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Let the Secretary rea: ' 
amendment. 

The Secretary again read it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to make a statement 
in regard to this subject, and in order to do so I 
move a reconsideration of the vote by which it 
was adopted. The Committee on Territories have 
had that appropriation before them, and find this 
to be the state of facts: When we captured that 
country and took possession of it, there was what 
was called the Governor’s palace, which held all 
the public offices, and was the residence of the 
Governor. The Delegate of the Territory got an 
a 8 pee of $20,000 to pepe the 
public buildings there. e supposed that that 
Was to repair this old building. They then got 

h, by good electioneering,an appropriation 
of $50,000 to complete the buildings. hen we 
_— to ascertain Setsiny - — that, eae 

icing or completing the old building, they 
san Soin itn wet site, and were beginning a new 
palace on a magnificent scale. Here is an appro- 
priation now to appropriate $45,000 more to again 
complete this new building that they have com- 
menced 


The Committee on 1 Tervitories finding that thet 
stem was bei wed not only in New Mex- 
2 bat in, Kates mad Slebreskeyhed then 





mous 
of th 
jt, an 
these 
siand 
to be 
ment 

Mi 
to th 
ment 
of th 
If th 
jt go 

M 
reco! 
subje 
appr 
orig! 
prop 
tion. 
dolla 
buile 
wast 
Tree 
the | 
time 

A 
beer 
mak 
that 
It di 
plie 
I, 
acte 
the ’ 
exp 
of e 
buil 
ing 
to t 
whi 
mad 


poe 
t 
N 
thro 
witl 
auth 
vest 
of fi 
pro 
sig 
tha! 
the 
or | 
con 
at 


b 


eeeoweow et mo 3. 





y me 
ould 
Sec- 
» the 
nade 


sug- 
r the 


yom- 
t for 


nent 
so | 
th it 
have 
this 
that 
vhat 
d all 
the 
tan 
the 
that 

‘ot 
tion 
1 we 


hey 
new 
pro- 


that 
lex- 


1857. 


mously instructed me to report against each one 


, ropositions until we could investigate 
. ee what plan could be adopted to brin 
these expenditures back to a reasonable, rationa 
siandard. I hope the Senator will allow the vote 
to be reconsidered, and then reject the amend- 

t. 
— BENJAMIN. I shall make no objection 
to that. I only wish to state that it is recom- 
mended by the committee, at the express request 
of the Treasury Department, as being essential, 
if there be any objection to it, I am willing to let 


0. 

it tr. GREEN. I hope the vote will not be 
reconsidered, The information I have on the 
subject brings my mind to the conclusion that the 
appropriation ought to Se made. Whether the 
original foundation of this building was laid under 
proper circumstances or not, is not now the ques- 
tion. Some sixty thousand or seventy thousand 
dollars have been expended on it, and unless the 
building be completed, that amount is lost and 
wasted forever, both to the Territory and to the 
Treasury of the United States; but by completing 
the building, it is there for useful purposes for all 
time to come. 

As respects this palace, to which reference has 
been made by the Senator from Illinois, I will 
make this remark: Itis built as all buildings in 
that Territory are built, of adobaz, or dried clay. 
It does not stand the weather. If they had ap- 
plied the appropriation that was made to repair 
it, it would not have been of a permanent char- 
acter. The Federal authorities, the Governer of 
the Territory, those who had the direction of the 
expenditure of that money, deemed it a matter 
of economy that they should erect a substantial 
building, and they commenced a substantial build- 
ing with the $30,000 appropriated. Subsequent 
to that an additional appropriation was made, 
which additional appropriation by Congress was 
made to sanction the diversion of the first appro- 

riation, and its application in the manner stated 
- the honorable Senator from Illinois. 

Now we are reduced to this point: will we 
throw away all that has been expended? I agree 
with the honorable Senator, that these territorial 
authorities ought not to go beyond the authority 
vested in them by Congress; yet, when one set 
of functionaries have made a diversion of the ap- 
propriation from the object for which it was de- 
signed, and a subsequent Congress has sanctioned 
that diversion by an additional appropriation, and 
the question comes up whether we shail lose all 
or complete the building, I am in favor of the 
completion of the building. 1 really believe that 
at Santa Fé the seat of government for New 
Mexico is permanently and perpetually located. 
Believing so, and knowing that if we fail to make 
the appropriation, aie been appropriated 
will be lost, [ hope the motion to reconsider will 
not be agreed to, and that the provision will be 
retained in the bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The anpeepeastion for terri- 
torial public buildings usually has been $25,000. 
Sometimes, it is true, after having their applica- 
tion rejected by one committee, they apply to an- 
other, and by good luck get higher amounts; but 
the appropriation for that purpose is generally 
from twenty to twenty-five thousand dollars, and 
for this reason: the object of the appropriation 
was to erect a temporary—not a permanent build- 
ing. If you go to erecting a substantial building, 
as my friend from Missouri says, it will take 
years; whereas, the object is to build a temporary 
one in which the Le inintare may assem ble during 
its first session, and continue to sit there until the 
Territory is developed, and we ascertain where 

€ permanent seat of government ought to be. 
Hence, in the Suendleheadien bill, a guarantee 
of $25,000 for public buildings in each Perritory 
was inserted. The object was to have a public 
building erected during the first summer in each 

erritory in which the Legisjature might sit. 

hree years have elapsed since the of 
that Kansas-Nebraska bill, and the Territorial 
Legislature of Kansas has had no building in which 
to sit during those three years, for the simple rea- 
son that the authorities of the Territory desired 
to get a magnificent building, and all the two first 
@ppropriations of $50,000 have been expended in 
laying a foundation and-getting the wails 
Up; and now they want $5! ot $100,000 more 
to complete it, and they oon in this manner 
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for five or ten years before they get the building 
finished. 

Mr. GREEN. In which Territory is that? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In Kansas; and the Legis- 
lature will sit out of doors for five or ten years in 
order to have a good building afterwards. I re- 
peat, the object is to have temporary buildings 
erected in a few months nece for tempo 
purposes, until they ascertain where the seat o 
government ought permanently to be. The object 
in obtaining these large appropriations for erect- 
ing a magnificent building is to drive the seat of 

vernment so deep that the le cannot pull | 
it up if they should wish to do so. The Com- 
mittee on Territories, therefore, after examining 
this subject thoroughly, were opposed to giving 
any additional appropriation, pithen in Kansas, 
Nebraska, or New Mexico, and I was instructed | 
to prepare a report, which I intended to do before 
the session was over, giving the reasons for with- 
holding appropriations for the present. I hope 
the vote adopting the amendment will be recon- 
sidered, so that New Mexico will stand with 
Kansas and Nebraska in regard to public build- 
ings until the Committee on Territories can adopt 
some means to prevent the gross abuse of these 
appropriations in the future. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on reconsidering the vote adopting the amend- 
ment for completing the State-house at Santa Fé. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on adopting the amendment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Have I the right to with- 
draw it? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 














Yes, sir. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I withdraw the amend- | 
ment. : 


| 
Mr. BENJAMIN. My next amendment is: | 
For fencing and grading the site of the marine hospital | 
at Vicksburg, Mississippi, and for supplying the range, bot | 
water apparatus, &c., 96,500. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. The noxt is: | 
For amount due the contractors on the construction of | 
the marine hospital at Vicksburg, Mississippi, $1,762 58. || 
The amendment was agreed to. | 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The next is in the forty- 
seventh line of the bill, to strike out ** twenty” 
and insert ‘‘ thirty;’’ so that the clause shall | 
read: 

For annual repairs of marine hospitals, $35,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. My next amendment is to | 
insert as an additional section: | 

“ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the | 
Treasury be, and he hereby is, authorized to increase the 
length of the building for the custom-house, post office, and | 
court-rooms at Galveston, Texas, as many feet as the ap- | 
propriation heretofore made will admit of being done. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I have another amendment 
as an additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the | 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to | 
settle, upon principles of equity and justice, the accounts of | 
the contractor for the erection of the United States custom- 
house at San Francisco, California, and to pay to the said | 
contractor, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, whatever amount may be found to be justly | 
due him under the said contract. 


Mr. HUNTER. I would ov that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury should be required to re- 
port to Congress his opinion, and let us determine | 
afterwards whether we will pay. I am opposed | 
togiving thisauthority. Itgenerally ends in this: | 
that it is an authority to do something not au- 
thorized by law. I move to amend the amend- 
ment so as to provide that, after the accounts be 
adjusted, the depalazy of the Treasury shall re- 
port the case to Congress, and then I shall be 
willing to agree to it. I hope the Senator will 
accept that modification. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. [| accept it. 

Mr. HUNTER, Let the amendment be modi- 
fied by adding: 

And that before making nag pormest the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall report the result of his examination to Con- 
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The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. My next amendmentis to 
insert after line forty-six: 

‘For the of an additional ’ 
tobe: oy the. President, by and’ with We advice 
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and consent of the Senate, to be nba, districts 


Louisiana, and Texas, $2,500, a 

Mr. HUNTER. Is this asked for by the 
Department? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I willexplain the exact state 
of the case. There are now dm appraisers gen- 
eral on the Atlantic coast, and one on the Pacific. 
The appraisers on the Atlantic coast are the first 
for Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut; the second, for 
New York; the third, for P lwania, New 
Jersey, and Delaware; the fourth, for Maryland, 
the District, and Virginia. The fifth is for the 
Pacific coast. The sixth district is composed of 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Flor+ 
ida, Louisiana, and all districts and ports not 
embraced in the previous divisions. According 
to the practical operation of this arrangement, an 
appraiser is sent there during the winter months, 
but is never there to attend to any business during 
the summer, and we are really under the direction 
of the custom-house in New York. I may go 
further, and say that the New Orleans custom- 
house, in all its important branches, has been in 
the same way under the supervision of the New 
York custom-house. For reasons that I do not 
think proper to comment upon or explain, officers 
of the custom-house at New Orleans, although 
confessedly incompetent, have been retained in 
office; and in order to enable them to discharge 
their duties properiy, clerks from the custom- 
house at New York have been-sent to New Or- 
leans. I think some three or four of them are 
there now. Under these circumstances our mer- 
chants complain, and I think complain with great 


~ justice, that we have no independent existence at 


all in our part of the country. I am sure, with 
this explanation, the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance will not object to the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. . 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Commerce is: 

For the construction and completion of the United States 
court-house and post office at Indianapolis, Indiana, g67 ,000, 

Mr. HUNTER. Is this an increase of the esti 
mate or an enlargement of the plan? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will read what the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury says on this subject. He 


|| Says: 


** As there was no special appropriation for purchasing a 


|) site for the new court-house at Indianapolis, the account 


has been paid out of the appropriation for construction, se 
that the amount now asked for should be 967,000, instead 
of $45,000, as enumerated in the original draft.” 

It is an addition of*$22,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The next amendment I 
offer is: 

For the continuation and completion of the building for 


|| the United States courts and post office at Rutiand and 


Windsor, Vermont, $40,000 each, with ten per cent. for 
contingencies. 


Mr. HUNTER. Is that an enlargement of the 


plan or a proposition for a new custom-house? 


Mr. FOOT. It is for the United States courts, 
not for a custom-house. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury says: 

“In reference to the new public basing authorized 
to be constructed at Rutland and Windsor, Vermont, the 
amount therein stated is necessary, but the original appro- 
priations will be insufficient. Since making that report, 
plans of the size required by law have been prepared by 
the Department, and a careful estimate made, and it is 
found that $40,000 more than the original appropriation will 
be required for each work. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I now renew the amend- 
ment relative to the post office at Cincinnati: 

Por completing and fitting up the post office in the build- 
ing erected for a custom-house and post office at Cincin- 
nati, $4,338 90. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offer an amendment, to 
come in after line one hundred and fifty-one: 

For compensation for two additional superintendents on 
the coast of Long Island and New Jersey, as recommended 

the my ey the Treasury, from the 15th of March, 
1857, to the of June, 1858, $3,875. : 

Mr. HUNTER. There is an appropriation 
recommended by the Committee on Finance which 
was this morning inserted by the Senate in this 
bill, covering the whole estimate for life-saving 
purposes on the coasts of Long and New 
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Jersey, less the sum now proposed. The amend- 


ment recommended by the Committee on Finance, 
and agreed to - the Senate, was adopted by the 
Committee of 

Representatives, who bad stricken out these two 
additional offices. We have already adopted as 
much as the Committee of Ways and Means 
agreed to. It is useless to send any more to the 
other House. If we had time, it might be differ- 
ent. 

Mr. SEWARD. The Committee on Com- 
merce have considered the whole subject, and have 
recommended all these estimates. We find that 
the Committee on Finance had adopted all but this 
suggestion. 

Mr. HUNTER. We adopted all that was 
agreed to by the Committee of Waysand Means, 
who refused to go to this extent, but conceded 
all the other estimates for this object. 

Mr. SEWARD. The Committee on Com- 
merce differ from the Committee on Finance in 
this respect; and in view of the disasters which 
are happening on the eoast, and the destruction 
of human life, the Committee on Commerce think 
this is the most important of all the suggestions 
of the Secretary of the Treasury on this subject. 
It is recommended by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. The attention of the committee has been 
drawn to it in various ways. I think it is indis- 
pensably necessary to have this increase of ap- 
propriation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offer another amendment, 
as an additional section: 

ind be it further enacted, That the sum of $10,000 be, 
and the same hereby is, appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for continuing 
the system of pessenting human lire from shipwreck, as 
heretofore established, by life-boats and other means, on 
the coast of Massachusetts, the said sum to be expended 


by the Boston Humane Society, under the direction and 
control of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


This is in accordance with a letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and the amendment was 
drawn up by him. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. I have another amendment, 
which calls for no appropriation: 

“And be it further enacted, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he is hereby, authorized to construct the 
steam revenue cutter provided for by the act of Congress, 
approved February 6, 1857, entitled ** An act to authorize 
the President of the United States to cause to be procured 
by purchase or otherwise 4 suitable steamer as a revenue 
eutter,”’ by contract or otherwise, in any manner which 
may, in his judgment, seem best for the public interests. 


The Secretary of the Treasury desires that his 
discretion about the manner of procuring this 
vessel may be enlarged. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. Ihave another amendment 
from the Committee on Commerce: 

And be it further enacted, That from and after the com- 
mencement of the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1857, in 
lieu of the present compensation, the compensation of in 
spectors of the customs shall be four dollars per day each, 
where, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
euch change shall be reasonable and proper; and that in 
like manner, and subject to the same discretion, the com 
pensation of the weighers, measurers, and gaugers, shail be 
not less than $1,800, nor more than $2,000; and that, in 
like menner and subject to the same discretion, the com- 
pensation of appraisers at large, United States appraisers, 
deputy appraisers, and examiners, shall be fifty per cent. in 
addition to the sum now received by them. 


Mr. HUNTER. That is a question which 
ought to be considered separately, and we ought 
to give more time to it. We cannot take up the 
subject of amending salaries on this bill at this 
time. I hope the Senator from New York will 
withdraw the amendment, and wait until we have 
more time. It ought to be brought up as a sep- 
arate proposition. We are now asked to legislate 
here in regard to asubject which nobody can con- 
sider in the little time afforded us. [hope the 
amendment will be withdrawn. It is a contro- 
verted matter. 

Mr.SEWARD. I will delay it for the present, 
provided it be understood that I shall have a right 
to offer it again after the bill be perfected further. 
I do it in order to allow other amendments not 
disputed to be acted upon. 

‘The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The amend- 
ment is withdrawn. 


Mr. SEWARD. I offera further amendment 
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from the Committee 9n Commerce, in compliance 
| with a letter of the Secretary of the Treasury: 


| For the erection of a light-house and necessary buildings, 


ays and Means of the House of || and fitting the same with illuminating apparatus, at or near 


| the southern extremity of the middle strait leading from 
| Lake Huron, between Drummond’s Island and Little Man- 
| jtou Island, to Georgian Bay: Provided, The, Secretary o 

the Treasury, after proper examination of the locality shall 
| have been made by the light-house board, is satisfied that 
| said light *: aecessary, $9,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| Mr. BAYARD. Ihave some amendments to 
_ offer by instruction of the Committee on Public 
Buildings. The first is, after line two hundred 
| and eighty-four, to insert: 

For continuing the Washington aqueduct, $1,000,000. 


| 
| Mr. WADE. I must ask for the yeas and 
| nays on that. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr HUNTER. Would it not be better to 
| reduce the amount one half? 

Mr. BAYARD. Last year the amount was 
| reduced to $250,000 merely to be applied to the 
| discharge of existing liabilities, and to preserve 
| the work in the condition it then was. The Sen- 
| ate, at the last session, agreed to an amendment 
| making the regular appropriation; but subse- 
| quently it was reduced to $250,000. Ifthe work 
| is to go on, it is essential to appropriate enough 
| to enable it to be continued during the year. 

Mr. HUNTER. [amas friendly to this work 
/as the Senator from Delaware. 1 am willing to 
| try the amendment, and see if we can get it 
| through the House of Representatives, but I will 
not risk the bill on it. I believe this is the only 
| object of eee here in which the two 
| Houses have a direct personal interest. 

Mr. BAYARD. I would risk the bill on it. 
There we differ. 

Mr. WILSON. I have voted against these 
| appropriations up to thts time. I have examined 
| the subject somewhat and reflected much upon it, 
and I believe the work has been undertaken on a 
| large scale—larger than is necessary; but I think 
| now there is nothing to do but to complete it. I 
shall vote for that purpose to-day, believing that 
| the work ought to be completed as speedily as 
ee but [ would suggest to the Senator from 

elaware the propriety of not appropriating more 
now than is absolutely necessary As 1s well 
known, there is great hostility in certain quarters 
to carrying this measure through. I think the 
, adoption of the suggestion of the Senator from 
| Virginia to limit the appropriation to half a mil- 
| lion of dollars, if that 1s all that can be expended 
| before Congress meet again, would strengthen 
| the passage of the measure, which I regard as 





very important. 
Mr. BAYARD. Why reduce the amount? 
The cost of the work was estimated originally at 
| $2,300,000. Certainly that is not extravagant for 
| water-works of the magnitude and capacity these 
_ works will be. The delays that Congress have 
| thrown in the way, after adopting this plan of 
| introducing water into Washington by decisive 
| SeGueenets Beare ago, have retarded the work. 
| It is now left incomplete, after the entire right of 
| way has been obtained from the State of Mary- 
| land, and a portion of the culverts have been con- 
structed. Six hundred thousand dollars have 
been expended, and you have entailed an addi- 
tional expense of ,000 for the construction of 
the work in consequence of your delays, and the 
| discharge of the corps of engineers, and you have 
| occasioned also a serious injury to the contract- 
ers. If the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts will look at the President’s message and doc- 
uments, second volume, page 346, he will find 
| that the reasons are given w x $1,000,000 ought 
to be appropriated this year. A million this year, 
and a million next year, will complete the work. 
If it had not been for unnecessary delays, after 
Congress had determined that the work should 
g° on, we should have the water in Washington 
y the middle of this summer. As it is, it will 
take us two years more. The estimate of the 
engineer is, that $2,000,000 will be required. So 
far his estimates have not been ex ed, except 
onaccount of the delaysand expenses arising from 
discharging the workmen dependent on the action 
| of Le ee which has been so uncertain on the 
subject. 
I hope the appropriation will be made for the 


whole amount. tells us—and we 


e engineer 





| thoric. We have been all along contendi 
r || reduction of the tariff, on the ground that it 
| supposed the accumulation of specie in the Syb. 

Treasury would have the effect of Producin 
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must rely on him, for he has had the whole cha 
of the work—that $1,000,000 
and well expended during the next fiscal yea 


can profitably 


t 4 
1s pie- 
fora 
was 


Why should we delay? The Treasu 


: , ; : a a 
commercial revulsion. This work is gitimast in 


itself. Why should we palter about the sum 
when we can complete the work so much sooner 
by making the proper appropriation at once? | 
think it will pass by a decided vote as it is, 
The question being taken by yeas and nays 
resulted—yeas 40, nays 6; as follows: , 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire 
Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Col. 
lamer, Dodge, Douglas, Durkee, Evaim, Fessenden, Fish 
Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Iverson’ 
James, Johnson, Jones of lowa, Mason, Nourse, Pratt’ 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New 
a co en and Yulee—49 
AYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Harlan, Pugh, Reid, ang 
Wade—6. ea ~—— 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. My nextamendment is after 
line two hundred and ninety-five to insert: 

ee the work of the new dome of the Capitol, 

,000. 

The Senate decided, after a long debate, at the 
last session, to adopt the ape for a dome which 
the architect had designed. After a long debate 
on the subject the House of Representatives con- 
curred, and the dome is under way. The amend- 
ment is necessary, unless you mean to stop the 
work while it is in the midst of its progress. As 
far as it has gone, the contracts have been for less 
than the amount of the estimate of the engineer, 
The cost will not probably be so great as was 
originally estimated. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. The next amendment is to 
insert after line two hundred and seventy-five: 

For the erection of stables and conservatory at the Pres- 
ident’s house, to replace those about to be taken down to 
make room for the extension of the Treasury building, 


$20,000. 

The necessity for this appropriation arises from 
the fact that in extending the Treasury building, 
according to the plan adopted by Congress, the 
building cuts through the stables and a part of 
the conservatory at the President’s house. It is 
absolutely essential that the amendment should 
be adopted, or you leave the President in the 
condition of having no stables, and you destroy 
his conservatory of plants. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. My next amendment is: 


For flagging footway in the Congressional burying ground, 
= the entrance of the same to the Government vault, 
$2,200. 


This amendment speaks for itself. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. I have one more amendment 
from the Committee on Public Buildings. It is 
to add as new sections to the bill the following: 


And be it further enacted, That the public grounds sur- 
rounding the Capitol shall be enlarged, (according to the 
plan approved by the Committees on Public Buildings of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, respectively, 
which plan is hereby directed to be deposited in the custody 
of the Secretary of the Interior,) by extension between 
First street east and First street west, in the following man- 
ner: Northwardly to the south side of north B street, and 
southwardly to the north side of south B street, insteting, 
in addition to so much of the reservations, avenues, a0 
streets as are necessary for such extension, the two squares 
designated on the plan of the city of Washington as Nos. 
687 and 688, respectively; and to provide more safe and 
convenient approaches from Pennsylvania avenue into First 
street west and north B street, and from Maryland avenue 
into First street west and south B street, so much ground 
shall be taken from the southeast corner of square No. 575 
as will be cut off by an arc of a circle of two hundred 
thirty feet radius, which shall touch Pennsylvania avenue 
at a point in the front of said square one hundred and sev- 
enty seven feet and six inches westward from thesoutheast 
angle thereof; and so much ground shall be taken from the 
northeast corner of square No. 576 as will be cut off by an 
are of a circle of two hundred and thirty feet radius, which 
shall touch Maryland avenue at a point in the front of said 
square one hu and seventy-seven feet and six inches 
westward from the northeast angle thereof. . 

Src. —. And be it further enacted, That for carrying the 

ing section into ofthat, ans Saeuune = title to ae 

private property as may be necessary purpose, 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to make 
application to the circuit court for the District of Columbit, 
which court is hacshy authosined and sequined, aie caai- 
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several terest of each and every owner of the real 
- nd Se reeant thereon necessary to be taken for 

elie use, in accordance with the provisions of the 
the PO section. Before any action under such appoint- 
preceding said commissioners shall be sworn or 

each of the —- - 

ments troy one of the judges of said district court, faithfully 
afin partially to pe form his duties. Each commissioner 
a ew the premises of which the value is to be appraised, 

a inajority agreeing may make the appraisement of value. 
= said commissioners, OF & majonty of them, shall, within 
ree days after their appointment, make a report in writing 
oy » said district court, under their hands, describing the 
Oe te premises of Which the value is therein appraised 
eparetdicient certainty for the purpose of identity, an 
= ifying the cash value as appraised by them of the inter- 
' of each owner in the premises so described, which re- 
eet hail be filed and remain of record in the said court. 
Foe appraisement made as aforesaid shall be final and con- 
clusive. 

_. And be it further enacted, That the fee-simple of 
premises so appropriated for public use, of which an ap- 
é nt shall have been made in the report of the com- 
missioners to be filed as aforesaid, shall, upon payment to 
the owner or owners respectively of the appraised value, 
rin case the said owner or owners refuse or neglect for 
fifeen days after the filing of the report to demand the same 
from the Secretary of the Interior, upon depositing the said 
2 .4 value in the said district court to the credit of such 
owner or owners respectively, shall be vested in the United 
states. And the Secretary of the Interior is hereby author- 
ized and required to pay to the several owner or owners 
respectively the appraised value of the several premises, as 
specified in the report of said commissioners, or pay into 
court by deposit, as hereinbefore provided, the said appraised 
values, and the sum necessary for such purpose is hereby 
appropriated out r any moneys in the Treasury not other- 
; riated. 
ay And be it further enacted, That the said com- 
missioners are hereby authorized to empl@y a clerk to pre- 
and transcribe the said report so to be made by them, 
and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to 
pay to each of said commissioners and the said clerk, for 
their respective services, such compensation as he may deem 
just and reasonable, and the sum necessary for that purpose 
is hereby appropriated. ; 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That upon the title to 
the property herein and hereby appropriated for public use 
becoming vested in the United States, as provided in the 
preceding sections, the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
js authorized to enter and take possession of the property 
so appropriated without suit or process. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
966,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for fill- 
ing up and leveling the public grounds around the Capitol 
as herein enlarged, and removing the buildings therefrom. 


Ido not purpose to detain the Senate on this 
subject. I was anxious to pass this measure as 
a separate bill, but I found that impracticable, 
the Senate being engaged with other questions to 
which a preference was given. The enlargement 
of the public grounds around the Capitol is neces- 
sry to be commenced at once. Their improve- 
ment afterwards must be the work of time. Until 
you definitely fix the boundaries, you cannot go 
onwith the improvements, There isa great deal 
of filling up to take place on the southern side, 
the embankment of which, according to the writ- 
ten communication of the engineer who has been 
employed by the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings in surveying the ground, will take from one 
totwo years to settle before you can pretend to 
grade it, or fix a circular fence around it, or pro- 
ceed with any improvements whatever. I there- 
fore think it very important that we should act 
tithis session, Beyond all question, as the Cap- 
itol is now extended, (and we ny to get into 
the new wings next December,) the grounds are 
tatirely inappropriate to it. The committees of 
both Houses have investigated all the plans before 
them, and have onneanel of this plan. The ap- 
proval of the Committee on Public Buildings of 
the House of Representatives and of the Senate 
eo on the plan as it is hung up in the 

y. 


lam aware there are differences of opinion as 
'o the extension of the grounds in a westerly 
direction. My own judgment is entirely against 
that. It is corroborated by the committee of the 
House. It is corroborated by the architect who 
gave you the design of the Capitol. It is cor- 
roborated by the engineer, and indeed by all per- 
tons of taste and judgment in the matter. There 
8 ho projection of the building in a westerly 
on, and there is no necessity for the en- 
ment of the grounds in that direction, and 


there would be difficulty in ing and grading 
we public rounds, if ead ‘satende them west- 
. If this measure be not adopted now, the 
blic grounds will remain in their present con- 

» disorganized state for years after the new 


ne will have been occupied by both Houses 


ngress. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. It is with great reluctance 
I antagonize with my friend from Delaware 





| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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on this question. I award to him, as chairman 
of the Committee on Public Buildings, full credit 
for the deep interest, the industry, the applica- 
tion, and the skill he has shown in the perform- 
ance of the intricate and delicate duties of that 

sition. He doubtless thinks he has done the 

st he can for the park about the Capitol; but 
I believe he has failed to secure for the public 
grounds that breadth on the lower side of the 
slope, the western slope facing the city, that we 
ought to have. If we must have a curtailment, 
I prefer to make the curtailment on the east, up 
on the hill, and enlarge on that side facing the 
city. I will go for the largest amount of ground 
for the park surrounding the public buildings. 
His pe does not make that breadth, north and 
south, fronting the city, which I think is essential 
for the purpose of making the public grounds what 
they ought to be. Anxious as I am to secure this 
large appropriation of land, I feel bound to resist 
the proposition of the committee as falling short 
of what we ought to have. In other words, I am 
not willing to take in a less park than we shall 
have by saline the ground between C street north 
and C street south, and going westward as far as 
Second or Third street west. As to the enlarge- 
ment eastward, I should not make much con- 
troversy whether you take in the blocks pen 
to be included by the Committee on Public Build- 
ings ornot. I am not willing to limit the exten- 
sion west, north, and south by a less limit than 
I have stated. 

Mr. BAYARD. Itis natural that there should 
be adifference of opinion in relation to the enlarge- 
ment of the public grounds. The honorable Sen- 
ator from Illinois may be right; I do not pretend 
to set up my own taste or judgment against his; 
but I think it would be a mistake to carry the 
grounds in the direction he mentions. In that 
opinion I am confirmed, as I said before, by the 
judgment of others more competent than myself 
to decide. We must, in matters of this kind, 
adoptsome plan. Each individual Senator might 
vary somewhat in his particular taste; and after 
all, itseems to me you must consult others more 
skilled than Goanatren: 

The Senator said that he was willing to abandon 
the proposition to extend the grounds on the east- 
ern side of the Capitol, because he does not think 
extension in that direction necessary. Why, sir, 
ou could not make any decent approach to the 

Sapitol on that side, without taking in the blocks 
I propose. Without taking in these blocks, the 
approaches to the Capitol would certainly be very 
inelegant and inappropriate. If you did not take 
them in, you wil have the road-way runnin 
almost through the center of your grounds, cot 
you will have a set of buildings on a triangle, or 
some irregular figure, immediately alongside the 
public grounds. "The western extension, I admit, 
is somewhat a matter of taste. The Capitol is not 
projected in that direction, as remarked. There 
1s no alteration which would require any departure 
from the original plan of the grounds, arising out 
of an increase in the size of the building on the 
western extremity. I can see no reason, there- 
fore, for departing from the plan as originally 
adopted. It strikes me that the grounds will be 
sufficiently ample for all purposes when you take 
in the blocks which the committee propose, with 
a view to obtain the necessary entrance on the 
western side, arising from the extension of the 
circular road-way that surrounds the Capitol. 

The Senate can determine the question as they 
see fit. All that I can say is, that it seems to me 
to be necessary that you should be accurate in 
defining your boundaries. If there is any othe? 
plan that the honorable Senator will submit, and 
the Senate prefer it, very well; it is not for me to 
contest their judgment. I can only say that the 
committees of both House have agreed, after ex- 
amination, on the plan before you. 

Mr. WILSON. I have bestowed some little 
thought on this subject, and I am constrained to 
differ from the committee, and to concur entirely 
with the suggestion made by the Senator from 
Illinois. A great fault in Washington, and in all 
American cities, is that we have neglected to pro- 
vide public grounds large enough. Look at your 
Treasury Building, your Patent Office, your Post 
Office nee see how they are located. If 
grente ad been preserved around them, those 

dings might have been ornaments to the city 
of Washington. Now, while you are spending 
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millions of dollars in making a large and mag- 
nificent Capitol forthe country, which we trust 
is to stand here while the Union endures—and 
that will endure as long as the sun and moon shall 
endure—I think we should have grounds large 
enough, and that ae should be ornamented and 
beautified, so that all who visit the Capitol will 
see in these public grounds something to attract 
their admiratian. 

Mr. BAYARD. Allow me to suggest that the 

lan, as adopted by the committee, may be en- 
eee bereatean, if Congress think it proper to do 
so. I have stated that it is necessary that some 
extension should be ordered at once, because, 
unless it be done, the ground cannot be graded 
and filled up for two years to come. This will 
not interfere at all with a further extension at the 
next session of Congress, if a better plan can be 
devised. Why not let this proposition pass, and 

eta further extension hereafter, if it be desirable? 

nless we have some definite boundary fixed by 
which we may know what work is to be done, 
the men cannot go on to fill up the ground. Itis, 
therefore, important to act at once. 

Mr. WILSON. I have but a word to say, as 
I know how precious time is. Why will not the 
Senate consent to go down as far as Third street, 
where the public grounds now go on one side of 
Pennsylvania avenue, and up to C street, where 
— church stands, so as to take in the ground 
from there to the railroad station? All this space 
ought, in my judgment, to be a part of the public 
grounds surrounding this Capitol; and I think, in 
starting, it is best to start right, and to take lots 
enough at once. One hundred thousand dollars, 
or two hundred thousand dollars, or three hun- 
dred thousand dollars, is of no consequence to the 
country in comparison with the importance of 
having the grounds large enough about this 
Capitol, and Sistas those grounds beautified and 
adorned. 

Mr. PRATT called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment. I wish to have the 

rounds enlarged northward and southward to 
street south, and C street north,and westward 
to Thwd street; and I am willing to leave the 
curve lines to be fixed by the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois propose his amendment by 
direction of a committee ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir; I propose to amend 
the amendment of the Senator from Delaware as 
to the boundaries. He proposes to enlarge the 
grounds by a given boundary. My proposition 
is to amend his boundary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not know that I have 
any particular objection to this amendment; I do 
not care how magnificent or extensive the design 
may be; but there is one principle in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware to which I 
object. Byit, the Government assumes the whole 
power and privilege of determining what the rights 
of the citizensare. They have no option, noelec- 
tion in the matter. The amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware gives the circuit court of this 
district power to appoint five commissioners for 
the purpose of determining the value of this prop- 
erty. The judge can appoint them from any part 
of the District of Columbia he may think proper 
—persons acquainted or unacquainted with the 
value of the property involved in this bill of con- 
demnation. The action of the commissioners is 
to be final, or rendered so by the fiat of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, and the citizens are liable 
to be turned out of house and home within forty 
days after the judgment is rendered. They have 
no voice in the selection of the arbitrators who 
are to value their property. It isto be taken from 
them and confiscated, or appropriated to Govern- 
ment uses without their consent. It seems to me 
that in time of profound peace, when no great 
emergency exists, this would be an act of violence 
and usurpation towards them which the necessi- 
ties of the Government do not sanction. If the 
citizens were allowed any election—if they were 
to be heard by any representative or persons se- 
lected by themselves, there would be some fair- 
ness in it. No man knows so well the value of 
his property to himself asthe owner. What may 
appear very indifferent to persons not immediately 
connected with it, to him is inestimable. He may 
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have attachments to it. It may be his home, or 


his place of business, of great consequence to him. | 

He may have in his rind designs of improvement. | 

Here you propose to topsine ae of their prop- | Cone at . +4 
vat the valuators may say || called to this matter, Wi 

athe '| I trust that until some investigation sball be had 

I have before me a memorial from one | until Ssnators shall have had an opportanity of 

of the property-holders concerned, and | ask that | 


erty, and to pay them w 
it is worth, without their having any voice in the 
matter, 


it may be read. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States : 


The memorial of Samuel C. Busey, of the city of Wash- 
ington, showeth: 


ington ; owns, bas built upon, and improved the same for 
his dwelling and place of business, as a practicing pbysi- 
cian ; his dwelling fronts on First street east, between A 
and B streets south. His business locality for several years 
iast past has been fixed, is well known, and designed to be 
permanent. 

That a bill entitled “ A bill to enlarge the Capitol grounds 
surrounding the Capitol’? is now pending in the Senate, 


the object of which is to deprive this memorialist (in com- | 


mon With the other owners of the property in said square) 
of his said property, to break up his business locality, and 
to remove him from his home against his will, and, as he 
respectfully conceives, without any provision by law under 
which be shall receive just compensation therefor. 

That the only provision in that bill for compensation to 
the property-holders in said square is, that they shall be paid 


_ the present cash value of their interest in the lands and 


improvements, to be assessed and ascertained by five com- 
mmissioners, to be appointed by the circuit court, out of whe 
freeholders and residents of the District. 

That while your memorialist does not desire to raise any 
question as to such legislation by Congress, he submits that 
every involantary transfer of real estate should be guarded 
with extreme care ; and whenever it is designed for the pub- 
lic use, provision should be made by law for the amplest 





means and opportunity to the party whose property is to be | 
taken, to be heard by counsel, and his witnesses; that the | 


jury or commissioners should come from the vicinage ; and 
that they should not be confined to thé actual cash value of 
what the property would bring in the market, but should be 
allowed to estimate, also, the incidents pertaining to the 
property as improved and cultivated for the purposes of busi- 
ness or residence. 

In each of these several particulars, the said bijl is essen- 
tially defective. 

The commission should be drawn by lot, or selected 
equally by the Government and the party, with power to 
them to choose another, or a jury should be summoned in 
the usual mode and drawn by lot from a full panel of 
twenty-four; the commissioners or jury should be taken 
from the city of Washington alone, not from the county at 
large ; ample notice should be given of the meetiug of the 
commissioners, or of the jury, and the parties should be 
heard by counsel, with the right to examine witnesses ; the 
inquisition should be held and taken openly; the damages 
should not be limited to an actual cash value, but, as in 
almost every case of condemnation of private land for public 
use, they should be such as to embrace and cover the in- 
creased value of the land to the proprietor according to its 
uses and importance tohim; and your memorialist prays 
that the said bill may be amended accordingly, in order that 
some approach may be made to a fair, just, and reasonable 
estimate of the damages which will result to himself as well 


as others by the contemplated appropriation of his and their 
property to the public use. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 


SAMUEL C. BUSEY. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have no doubt that the 
committee intended to do what seemed to them 
fair and reasonable; but I find here a proposition 
that if the freeholders who are to be dispossessed 
do not actually receive the money within fifteen 
days, it is to be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Interior to make a title to the United States. I 
see also, ‘‘ upon the property herein and hereby 
appropriated for public use becoming vested in 
the United States, as provided in the third section 
of this act, the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
is hereby authorized to enter and take possession 
of the property so appropriated without suit or 
process. + 

The Commissioner of Public Buildings is to 
have power to turn men, women, and children 
into the street heels over bead, and throw their 
furniture with them if his humanity may require 
that sacrifice of generosity on his part. They 
have no alternative, no appeal. They are given 
no opportunity to be bene . The commissioners 
are not to be drawn by lot from a body of twelve 
or fifteen or twenty-four men, but they are to be 
specially appointed. I think I have not witnessed 
on any occasion in this body a more direct attack 
on the rights and liberties of citizens than is con- 
tained in this proposiuon. The Government, I 


know, is all powerful, and oreee has power to 
invest others with authority client to oppress 
any citizen. In making the grand and tenance 
extension, prompted, I presume, by the overflow- 
ing condition of the Treasury, it seems to me we 
should proceed with some caution, and should 
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| not advance so very rapidly in price. 
That he resides on lot 23, square 688, in the city of Wash- | 





gression or oppression, 
I am not disposed to occupy the time of the 
Senators having had their attention 
e enabled to decide it. 


reflecting upon the subject and looking into it, no 
action will be taken upon this proposition. If 
ou will look, sir, at the blocks of marble now 
ying about the Capitol, you will see that they 
would keep two thousand men employed until 
the next meeting of Congress. PORE bee 
he Treas- 
ury is st#l accumulating. There is no danger of 
exhaustion. We need not fear that it will ve 
soon be depleted. I think no harm can result 
from postponing this measure for a year. Such 
a delay will endanger neither the Government 
nor the citizen, but will afford the committee an 
opportunity of revising their action so as to make 
it more conformable to what the citizens ought to 
expect, and have a right to claim, of this body, 
than if we were now, on the spur of the occasion, 
to decide on a subject involving the rights of so 
many. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think we are all obliged to 
the honorable Senator from Texas, or ought to 
feel ourselves so, for having called our attention 
to this particular feature of the proposition: that 
the commissioners for valuing the property to be 
taken for this improvement are all directed to be 
appointed by the circuit court of the District of 

olumbia, without the intervention of the parties 
interested, and, practically, without an oppor- 
tunity on their part to participate in the appoint- 
ment. I think that is a good objection to the 
details of the amendment of the Senator from 
Delaware, and my colleague is engaged in pre- 
paring a modification to remove that difficulty. 

Mr. RUSK. I think the honorable Senator 
from Delaware, after the manifestations of the 
Senate, will withdraw the amendment. It strikes 
me that it is too large a subject for us to act on 
now. I think there is clearly a disposition in the 
Senate against it, and I hope it will be withdrawn. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is an 
amendment offered by the Senator from Illinois 


| to the amendment of the Senator from Delaware. 


Mr. SEWARD. I do not offer now the amend- 
ment which I suggested, but I submit another 
one in this shape: 

And no person holding an office or place under the Gov- 


| ernment of the United States shall be such commissioner. 


This, it seems to me, will remove one of the ob- 
jections which have been very properly and justly 
rought to the notice of the Senate by the hon- 
orable Senator from Texas. I have been a wit- 
ness to the laborious and praiseworthy efforts of 


| the honorable Senator from Delaware to engage 
|| the attention of the Senate to this subject at an 


earlier day in the session, and I have been a wit- 
If it should be post- 
poned until the next session of Congress, I expect 
to be a witness to precisely the same efforts on his 


| part, and the same delays, with the same result. 
i 
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| Illinois. 
| to be necessary to enlarge these grounds until the 
| time the enlargement shall be reduced into pos- 
| session, the property to be added began to ad- 


something about it. 


I have one word further to add which isin favor 
of the amendment of the honorable Senator from 
From the hour when it was discovered 


vance, is advancing, and will continue to advance. 
You will buy the property cheaper to-day b 
twenty-five per cent. than you will at the end of 
the next session. 

Mr. RUSK. In my judgment this is altogether 
too large a subject to be acted on now. In addi- 
tion'to the objections mentioned by my colleague, 
I see another. Who is to determine the value of 
this property? What amount of temptation is to 
be thrown in the way? Where is the check i 
this whole proposition from beginning to end? 
We have no time now to investigate it. One gen- 
tleman gets up and s ts B street as @ proper 
boundary ; another says C street, and presents 
with a very proposition. Tam unwilling 
vote for these liberal ideas of extension until we 
have a survey of the ground, that I may know 

honorable r Src 
ow 


able Sen 

Illinois has the advantage of me in that respect 
How much his proposition covers I do not know. 
Bir, DOUGLAS. Only enough for a handaonne 








take some care to protect the citizen against ag- 


Mr, RUSK. But there are a great many } 
to be bought by the Government, ands y.. 
amount of money is to come out of the Theis 
for their condemnation. There should be er "y 
guards. I think ‘the danger is all on one sis, 
do not think there is any danger of people having 
propery taken from them fora very smal] prin 
ates, danger is that a very large price wi j, 


" The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend. 
ment of the Senator from Hlinois is to strik. Ou 
all of the first section of the amendment of \) 
Senator from Delaware, after the word “enacted . 
and insert: } 
That the public grounds surrounding the Capi 

enlarged by extending them northward re coun” 
C street north and C street south, eastward to First sire 
east, and westward to Third street west, the lines of ex. 
sion to be drawn either by the lines of the streets bene 
mentioned, or by curved lines not interfering with tie 5.” 
scribed widths of those streets, as the President oi 
United States may direct. ~ 


Mr. BENJAMIN called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. : 

Mr. HUNTER. [I shall vote for the amend. 
ment to the amendment, and then against the 
whole. I want the subject postponed. 

Mr. BAYARD. As I stated before, I am per. 
fectly indifferent myself as to the extent of the 
enlargement of the public grounds; but I cannot 
see the necessity for the extension proposed by 
the honorable Senator frem Illinois. The reagoy 
assigned by the honorable Senator from Massa: 
chusetts has hardly an application here, because 
the botanic garden is part of the public grounds 
and must always remain open; and that com eae 
about one half of the ground you will take in on 
the west side, under the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois. The extension which he pro. 
pert seems to me to be greater than is requisite 

or the purposes of the Capitol. I do not know 
that I can carry in my mind the plan of the city 
so as to realize exactly how far fis amendment 
will extend the grounds. My impression is, that 
it will be a useless expenditure, and it is right that 
the Senate should be aware of the probable cost, 
The ground commended by the committee to 
be included in the public grounds, which is now 
the property of private citizens, is assessed, with 
its improvements, at $166,000. I suppose the 
valuation will probably be $300,000. ff. we take 
in grounds on the west side, as proposed by the 
Senator from Illinois, I presume the cost will be 
$800,000, probably $1,000,000. I shall not ob- 
ject, if it be the sense of the Senate that it is ne- 
cessary to surround the Capitol with such an 
extent of ground; but it is right that the Senate 
should know exectly what will be the cost. | 
had hoped that the Senator from [llinois would 
suffer the plan of the committee to be adopted. It 
will not interfere with the further extension of the 

rounds at the next session, when there will be 
tifhe more deliberately to discuss the whole ques- 
tion than there is now. His plan includesall that 
the committee recommend, and more. If he will 
allow the plan of the committee to be adopted as 
it stands, F think there would be a greater prob- 
ability of action at the present session, as the com- 
mittees of each House have agreed to it. I fear 
that his amendment, if adopted, will cause the 
failure of the entire proposition. . 

Mr. WADE. It appears to me that if we are 
to act on this subject atall, there is no other way 
than to take the well-considered plan of the com- 
mittee. It is a subject of such a nature that no 
man can rise here and reduce a proposition for 
enlargrment within any limits that can be under- 
stood, 1 shall cast my vote relying on the judg- 
ment of the committee, who have had the matter 
under consideration, who understood the ground, 
who have had and plans of it drawn so that 
they could understand it. If we do not take their 
proposition at this stage of the session, I am sure 
the result will be to postpone the question \ 
another time. It is a question of importance. +t 
seems to me thatif it is necessary to do anything, 
we ought to adopt at once the plan of the com 
mittee, which is not so large as some gentlemen 
suppose it to be, and at some future period W? 
may it, if it be deemed proper. 1 hope 
we now either baka f the plan of the commit 
tee or w subject. 

M:-PUGH. suggest, aS we have but five 
minutes before the hour arrives for the _ 
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:deration when the Senate reassembles, 
2 time Senators can look into the amend- 
a and understand it better. 

m The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That course 
will be taken if there be no objection. The Chair 


hears none. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


e from. the House of Representatives, 
b Mr, CULLom, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill to increase the pay of 
the cadets at the West Point Arademy; that it 
had concurred in the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill (H. R. No. 634) making 7 hichan Gan 
for fortifications and other works of defense, and 
for repairs of barracks and quarters, for the year 
ending June 30, 1858; that it receded from its 
amendment to the bill (S. No. 586) to amend the 
act “reducing the duty on imports and for other 
purposes,” passed July 30, 1846; and that it had 
assed the bill (S. No. 592) for the relief of Jeffer- 
son Wilson, administrator with the will annexed 
of John F. Wray, deceased. : 
Also, that the House had passed the following 


bi ‘ill (EL. R. No. 419) forthe relief of William 


Burdell, Samuel Medary, and William P, Martin, 
administrator of the estate of Edgar Gale, de- 


ceased ; : 

A bill (H. R. No. 541) for the relief of George 
Chorpenning, Jr.; ; ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 751) for the relief of sick and 
disabled seamen and boatmen; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 854) for ghe relief of Emilie 
R. Hooe, of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Sipwey Wessrter, his Secretary, 
announced that he had approved and signed the 
following bills: 

An act for the relief of Donn Piatt; 

An act for the relief of Jedediah H. Lathrop 
and sureties; 

An act to establish an additional land district 
in the State of Wisconsin; and 

A joint resolution relative to sections sixteen 
and thirty-six in the Territories of Minnesota, 
Kansas, and Nebraska. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills, which had received the 
signature of the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives: 

An act making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department during the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1858; 

An act to amend an act granting alternate sec- 
tions of the public land to the State of Alabama, 
to aid in the construction of certain railroads in 
said State; 

An act for the relief of John Riley, an Indian 
of the State of Michigan; and 

A joint resolution for the relief of W. W. 
Wimmer, postmaster of West Zanesville, Ohio. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Amessage from the House of Representatives, 
y Mr. Cuttom, its Clerk, announced that the 
ouse disagreed to the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill (H.. R. No, 633) making appropriations 
forthe naval service forthe year ending June 30, 


» 1858, asked for a conference on the disagreeing 


votes of the two Houses, and appointed Messrs. 
T. 8. Bocock, W. A. Howanp, and J. S. T. 
SrRawanan conferees on its z 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate in- 
sisted on its amendments, to the confer- 
ence asked for oe House of Representatives, 
and sppointed r. Matitory, Mr. Bropaeap 
and Mr. Fire conferees on its part. . 


ADAM D. STEUART. 


The me also announced that the House 
passed the bill (S. No. 200) for the relief 
of Adam D. Steuart with an amendment, strik- 
ing out all after the word “‘ of,” and inserting: 
‘$7,297 50, that being the difference between the 
sum contracted to be paid to him and that which 
he received.”? 
Mr. PUGH. I hope the Senate will concur in 
amendment, It is to correct a blunder of my 
Own in drawing the Senate bill. 
The ame t was agreed to.. 
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of Government money of which he was robbed 
whilst he was acting assistant quartermaster and 
commissary, near Stockton, in Oalifornia, on the 
4th of March, 1849. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


JOHN DRAUT. 


Mr, NOURSE, _Iask the Senate to take up the 
bill (H.R, No. 515) for the relief of John Draut. 
It has been favorably reported on by the Com- 
mittee on Pensions of the Senate, and I am sure 
there will be no objection to it. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
bill. It directs that the name of John Draut, a 
soldier of the thirty-fourth regiment of United 
States infantry, in the war of 1812 with Great 
Britain, be placed upon the pension roll, and that 
he be allowed eight dollars per month, to com- 
mence from the first day of the present Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM BURDELL AND OTHERS. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Claims, to whom was teferred the bill 
R. No. 412) for the relief of William Bur- 

ell, Samuel Medary, and William P. Martin, 
administrator of the estate of Edgar Gale, de- 
ceased, to report it without amendment. I ask 
the Senate to consider and pass it at this time. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the bill. 
It releases William Burdell and Samuel Medary, 
and the estate of Edgar Gale, deceased, who was 
co-surety with Burdell and Medary of John T. 
Arthur, in his official bond executed December 8, 
1847, as assistant quartermaster of the Army of 
the United States, from their liabilities on the 
bond, and from any suits brought or judgment 
obtained thereon against Burdell, toe and 
William T. Martin,as administrator of the estate 
of Gale, all or any of them. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to'a third redding, read the 
third time, and passed. 


DOLLY EMPSON. 


Mr. CLAY. Iam instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 371) for the relief of Dolly Empson, 
to report it back without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. I ask that the bill be put upon 
its passage now. It isa pension bill fora very 
poor woman. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, ‘as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 371) for the relief of 
Dolly Empson. 

It directs that the name of Dolly Empson, of 
Tennessee, widow of Jacob Empson, deceased, 
a private in the war of 1812, be placed on the 
a roll; and that she be allowed and paid, 

y the proper officer of the Government, such 
pension ‘as is now allowed by law to the widows 
of soldiers who were killed’in battle, or died in 
the service of wounds received in battle, or of dis- 
ease contracted in the service in the line of their 
duty, or who died at any time after being dis- 
charged of wounds received or of disease con- 
tracted while in the service and in the line of 
their duty; to commence on the lst of January, 
1856. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


TARRANCE KIRBY. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. There is a short 
bill on the Calendar for the relief of Tarrance 
Kirby, similar to the one which has just been 
passed, which I hope will now be taken up, and 
acted upon. There can be no possible objection 
to it. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (H. R. No, 514) for the relief of Tarrance 





HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills of the House of Represent- 
atives were read twice by their titles, and referred 
as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 541) for the relief of George Chor- 
penning, Jr.—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill (No. 741) for the relief of sick and dis- 
abled seamen and boatmen—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

A bill (No. 853) to increase the pay of cadets 
at the West Point Academy—to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. No. 412) for the relief of 
William Burdel! ,Samuel Medary,and William P. 
Martin, administrator of the estate of Edgar 
Gale, deceased, was read twice by its title. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Let the bill be put on its 

ssage at once. 

Mr. PUGH. The question has been examined 
by our Committee on Claims, and by the Com- 
mittee onthe Judiciary of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. The bill was passed in the other 
House without opposition. 

Mr. GREEN. I object to considering this 
bill out of its order. We ought to take an hour 
to, consider all the House private bills. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator from Pennsylvania, 
who is chairman of the Committee on Claims, 
has examined the question. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I believe the bill to be 
right. 

he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on taking up the bill. 

Mr. PRATT. Does not one objection prevent 
its consideration ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No, sir. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. A bill cannot be read 
three times and passed in one day, against the 
objection of a member. 

ir. COLLAMER. I object to it. Why | 
should this bill have precedence over those which | 
we have had for three months? 

Mr. PUGH. I move that the bill be referred | 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EMILIE R. HOOE. 
The bill (H. R. No. 854) for the relief of Emilie 


R. Hooe, of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. DODGE. [I ask that the bill be acted on 
at once. It is for the relief of a widow lady. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill, which proposes to release to the widow of 
the late Alexander S. Hooe, a tract of land con- 
taining about sixteen acres, which was conveyed 
for a specific purpose, without consideration, by 
Joseph Rolet, the father of Emilie R. Hooe, to 
the United States, on the 19th of March, 1829, it 
being no longer used or wanted by the Govern- 
ment for the purpose for which it was conveyed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

The hour of half past four havjng arrived, the 
Senate took a recess until half past six o’clock, 
p.m. 






















EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled at half past six o’clock. 


CAPTAIN FREDERICK STEELE. 


Mr. JOHNSON. [rise to eppent to the Senate 
to pass a small private bill that has already passed 
the House of Representatives for the relief of 
Captain Frederick Steele, an officer of the Army. 
All the facts are very distinctly stated in the re- 
rt, and I hope it will be passed now. 

Mr. HUNTER. It can be done by general 


nsent. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to take up the bill, and dispose 
of it now. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I will state that the bill 
has been unanimously reported back from the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the bill 

H. R. No. 647) for the relief of Brevet Captain 

erick Steele, United States Army. 
In the settlement of his accounts, the peopes 
to 


ercounting officers of the Treasury are directe 
allow to his credit $3,000, that being the amount 


co 


ttt 





OK. 

It directs that the name of Tarrance Kirby, a 
second sergeant in Captain Griffin’s company, 
fourteenth regiment o Kentucky Sones com- 
manded by Colonel Parker, in the war of 1812 





5 


— 


sO 
v af. “ ie > " 


Be 
; 
— 
rt 
i 

+ o&, 
f 
- 





1086 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


with Great Britain, be placed upon the pension 
roll, and that he be allowed the half pay of a || 
second sergeant; to commence from the first day | 
of the present Congress. } 

The bill was reported to the Senate without || 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || 
third time, and passed. | 


| 
THOMAS M. NEWELL. 


Mr. IVERSON. I wish to make an are to 
the Senate to allow a bill for the relief of Thomas 
M. Newell to be taken up and passed, and asa | 
motive for it, I will inform the Senate that he is | 
an officer of the Navy. | 

Mr. HUNTER. Assoonas that bill shall be | 
disposed of, I shall move that the Senate proceed | 
to the consideration of the appropriation bill. 

Mr. WELLER. I wish to move an executive | 
session. Hi 

Mr. 1VERSON. The bill to which I allude is || 
a very short one, and will take no time. 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, || 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the bill || 
(C.C. No. 15) for the relief of Thomas M. Newell. | 

It authorizes the proper accounting officer to || 
settle and pay to Thomas M. Newell, a com- 
mander in the Navy, such sum as may be due to 
him in his capacity of commander, from March 
3, 1835, to October 13, 1836, under existing laws, | 
in the same manner as though no application had || 
ever been made to Congress by Newell in relation | 
thereto. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without } 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || 
third time, and passed. 


] 
DANIEL DENVER. | 
1] 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- || 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 629) increasing the pen- || 
sion of Daniel Denver. «It proposes to increase | 
the naval pension of Daniel Denver, of Frederick | 
county, Virginia, to eight dollars per month, to 
commence on the Ist of January, 1850. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 487) 
for the relief of Henry Stewart, reported it with- 
out amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, submitted an adverse report in the case 
of David Parry; which was ordered to be printed. 

EULOGIES ON HON. J. M. CLAYTON. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Lam directed by the Com- |! 
mittee on Printing, to whom was referred a reso- | 
lution ** that the Committee on Printing cause to | 
be printed and bound, in pamphlet form, in such 
manner as may seem to them appropriate, for the 

} 
| 





| 





} 
i} 
| 














use of the Senate, ten thousand copies of the | 
addresses made by the members of the Senate 

and members of the House of Representatives, | 
upon the occasion of the death of the Hon. John 

M. Clayton, late a Senator of the United States | 
from the State of Delaware,’’ to report in favor of || 
printing and binding the same. In accordance | 
with the rule of the Senate, I am directed to report | 


| order for an executive session. 


| third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, thirty-third, thirty-fourth, 


| amendments in regard to which it is proposed 


| ment, which provides for four additional clerks 


| St. Louis; from its nineteenth amendment, which 


| the President. The reason for this is that a bill | 


| Angeles, California; from its twenty-second | 





that the cost of the pamphlet, which will make || 
thirty-two pages octavo, will not exceed 300. || 
If it be bound as extra copies are bound, the cost | 
in addition will be $1,325; if with printed paper | 
covers, it will cost $500 in addition to the cost of | 
printing, which is $300. 

The report was considered by unanimous cons 
sent; and agreed to. 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 


| 

A message from the President of the United | 

States, by Sipwey Wessrenr, his Secretary, an- | 

nounced that the President had approved and | 

signed an act to expedite telegraphic communica- , 

tion for the uses of the Goverament in its foreign 
intercourse. 


| 
} 





EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. WELLER. Iam very sorry to make any 
motion to disturb the gallery; but I think there | 
is a necessity for an executive session, and we | 
had better have it now than ata later period of the | 
evening. I move that the Senate proceed to the | 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to. 













The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sergeant: | 
at-Arms will close Gudea and clear the galle- | 
ries. } 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask whetherI can move to | 
reconsider the order to go into executive session? | 
1 believe we had better go on with the appropria- 
tion bills, and take some other time at a later stage 
of the evening for an executive session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion 
can be made. 


Mr. HUNTER. Then I move to rescind the 





Mr. WELLER. If it be the desire of the 
Senate, and I am allowed to do so by unanimous 
consent, I will withdraw the motion for an execu- 
tive session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
will be considered as rescinded. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr.°PEARCE. I am directed by the commit- 
tee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 606) making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th day of June, 1858, to report that 
they have met, aad abet full and free conference 
have agreed to recommend to their respective 
Houses as follows: 


That the House concur in the first, second, fifth, sixth, 
eighth, eleventh, thirteenth, fourteenth, sixteenth, twenty- 





} 





EET 


thirty seventh, thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, and fortieth 
amendments of the Senate; also that the House agree to 
the Senate’s thirty-first amendment, with an amendment | 
as follows: Strike out all after the word “ two’ in the 
eighth line of the amendment to the word “ three” in the 
fifteenth line, inclusive ; and that the Senate recede from the | 
fourth, ninth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty- | 
first, twenty-second, twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh. twenty- 
eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-second, thirty-fifth, | 
and thirty-sixth amendments. 

They also report that they have been unable to agree | 
upon the twelfth amendment of the Senate, which is the 
only remaining one. 


Perhaps I had better explain to the Senate the | 


that the Senate recede. The Senate recedes from 
its fourth amendment, which provides for pub- 
lishing the Monroe papers; from its ninth amend 


in the Quartermaster General’s office; frum its 
eighteenth amendment, which provides for an in- 
crease of the pay of the clerk to the treasurer at 


provides for supervising inspectors for protection | 
of lives on steamboats, &c., to be appointed by | 


is pending in the House, making this identical 

provision, and the committee of the House were | 
unwilling to put it on this bill. The Senate also | 
recedes from its twentieth amendment, which | 
provides increased pay for the messengers and | 
criers of the Supreme Court; from its twenty-first 

amendment, to pay reat of court-rooms at Los | 


amendment, which provides for two draw-keep- | 
ers on the District side of the Potomac bridge; | 
from its twenty-sixth amendment,which provides | 
for paying artears of clerk for extra services in | 
the olgers Department, which they thought 
a private claim. The twenty-seventh, twenty- | 
eighth, twenty-ninth, and thirtieth amendments 
relate to the Persian mission, from which the | 
Senate recede. The thirty-first is an amendment | 
in which the House concur, with an amendment. | 
The amendment of the Senate provided for four- 
teen additional clerks in certain Departments, and | 
for watchmen. We propose to strike out the 
clerks provided for the Indian office and the office 
of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, and the watch- 
men of the General Land Office, leaving in the 
clerks provided for the Auditor of the Post Office 
Department, and an additional clerk in the State 
Department. The thirty-second amendment re- 
lates to the treasurer of the mint in California, 
and certain clerks of his, from which the Senate 
recede. The thirty-fifth amendment, from which 
the Senate recede, relates to the pay of Mr. 
Beelen, late secretary of legation at Chili, which 
the House committee considered a private claim. 
The thirty-sixth amendment, from which the 
Senate also recede, relates to changing the class 
of two clerks in the Post Office Department. 
That is immaterial, inasmuch as I understand it 
is provided for in the Post Office bill. 

all the other amendments the House concur, 


RE ee. 














Legislature of Kansas. Upon that 
tees have been unable to agree, and [ haye = 
instructed to report that we recommend the Se , 
ate to concur in the report so far as it has we 
concluded; and if the Senate shall agree to do a 
I shall follow it up by a motion that the Sens. 
further insist on its twelfth amendment a 
for another committee of conference. 
that the report, so far as it is made, be concurred 
in. 


in the chair) put the question, an 
motion carried. 








March 3, 


except the twelfth amendment, which : 
for the payment of the le islative expenses of 


the commi:. 


» and ask 
I how Move 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. PEARCE. I move that the Senate furth», 


insist on its twelfth amendment, and ask anot)c, 
committee of conference. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER o. Wenn 
€Clared the 


Mr. WADE. Is it in order to move to rece, 
from that amendment? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is too late 


now. 

Mr. WADE. I addressed the Chair long be. 
fore he announced the vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wy 
not aware of it. 

Mr. Pearce, Mr. Toomss, and Mr. Cray wen 
appointed conferees on the part of the Senate, 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to ask the Senate) 
take up the House bill providing for the construc. 
tion of a military road between Fort Steilacoom 
and Bellingham Bay, in the Territory of Wash. 
ington. 

r. HUNTER. I must now press the con. 
sideration of the civil appropriation bill. [tis 
an immense bill, and it will take some time to 
engross it, and consider itin conference. I move 
that the Senate now proceed to the consideration 
of that bill. 

Mr. WELLER. One motion at a time is 
enough. This bill had great difficulty in getting 
through the House on account of opposition there, 
and I want it now acted on here. 

Mr. HUNTER. The appropriation bills ought 
to take precedence. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
announced last night, and remains of the opinion 
still, that the recess was only an interruption of 
continuous session. The Chair at the request of 
Senators allowed certain bills to be introduced 
and passed, and then a motion was made to post- 
pone the bill before the Senate for the purpose of 
proceeding to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to say that there are 
two or three bills, this is one amongst others, 
with which Iam specially charged, and on which 
I wish to have the action of the Senate. | de- 
sisted from making the motion to proceed to their 
consideration, and moved to go into executive 
session, at the instigation of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, or rather upon his expressing a desire that 
the motion should be made. I therefore lost my 
right to move to take up these bills, as | had # 
right to do at the time, by waiting for other gen- 
tlemen to ha've their bills passed, and then moving 
an executive session. The very moment that 
motion is disposed of, then comes the opposition 
of the Senator from Virginia. we 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the appropriation 
bill was pending. The Senate had no rightat all 
to take up those bills, as I understand it. 

Mr. WELLER. | desire to know how I ¢ould 
move an executive session, which the Senator 
asked me to move, without having the floor? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill (H: 
R. No. 615) making appropriations for certs 
civil expenses of the Government for the yet 
ending 30th of June, 1858, is now before the Set 
ate as in Committee of the Whole, the re 
qoeetion being on the amendment offe ps Ae 

nator from Illinois to the amendment ole 
by the Senator from Delaware, on which the ye’ 
and nays have been ordered. Is the Senate ready 
for the question ? : 

Mr. BAYARD. I feel too unwell to discuss 
the question, but I desire to say a few words 
fore the vote is taken. I have looked at r 
grounds since the ee _ oe “ be 
perfectly satisfied, from my know 
the eost will be of the ground proposed to > 
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heat al re that ne utiet be eel Seat 10.00 thes a eat os an additional section: following amend- sees [Mr. Toomss,] ey a Rec cone ore 
ng for one single 0. Con- || j rom and immedi : ikely to pasa; b meen Js 
| : , mom : it shal ediately after tl : . : ; but it has b 
stevdt (I - Se the cevseecl eiion coe ment what the feeling |] contracts with an) ote Povtmacter Gonerl to enter | atopic egy fs Tae vt 
Senator greatest nation on th we are to || pose tocarry the U individuals or companies wh oot e at the next session, i ne 0 Mnaet 
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prise needs no such stimulant—that it is now in || bill, I would move to lay the amendment on the 
advance of all other enterprises, and in advance of || table, and settle the question in that way. 
all the world besides, and has no just claim to the Mr. WELLER. That motion would carry 
proposed boon. the whole bill with it. 

We have been frequently told here that the || Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 supgest to my friend 
iron interest has become, to some extent, a pen- || from Pennsylvania that he ow us to vote on the 
sioned interest; but, sir, the tables which I have || amendment in committee, and if the proposition 
worked out, and have before me, show that more || is likely to carry there, he can contest it when the 
than an acre and a quarter of Iand has been | bill is re orted to the Senate. 
donated to railroad companies and ee | sant OOMBS. I hope we shall hear the 
road purposes, for every dollar of duty which has || speech. 
been Raid into the Treesur on pailroed iron up Mr. BIGLER. I will forbear to make my 
to the present date. I will show you, sir, that wn, ose { will do as I think best hereafter in 
the lands which have been given to aid in the || reference to its publication. If this amendment 
construction of railroads is worth more ata mod- || shall be agreed to in Committee of the Whole, 
erate rate than all the duties oniron everamounted || and the bill is reported to the Senate, I shall fol- 
to; and yet we are asked to adopt a measure that || low up the discussion. ; 
is to strike down an interest so vital and so pecu- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I offer this 
liarly adapted to our country. ‘To this I cannot || amendment in lieu of the amendment of the Sen- 
silently submit, though it be midnight before the || ator from Mississippi, to strike out all after the 
adjournment. word “‘ that,’’ and insert the following: 

his railroad iron interest, it is true, is new, || vee and efter the poste cw net » other Retien 

but it isa flourishing and prospering branch of || Charges sha se Sk teak 7 heed ees 
industry. Only four years ago it was scarcely H ee een eee en eae da eee 
known to the statistics of the country. Now it || shail, before such iron be delivered, make oath before the 
exceeds one half the whole consumption, and is | collector of customs, at the port of entry or delivery where 
rapidly increasing. such iron shall have been entered, that it was imported for 


: | the purpose of being used for laying down the track of the 
ut, Mr. President, I wish to be understood || oad, and that such iron shall not be used for any other pur- 
at this point. Much as I am concerned for the |) pose. . ~ 


business of the country—anxieus as 1am to see |} Mr, ADAMS. I wish to make an.appeal to 
other measures adopted, I shall not yield this || my friend from Tennessee not to offer that as an 
floor until I am satisfied that this measure will be | amendment to my amendment. Let us havea 
rejected. Only last night, as you are aware, sir, || vote upon the original proposition, and then he 
I assumed a grave responsibility, in order to do || can offer this asa separate measure. I only wish 
what I thought would satisfy the feelings of the || a test vote on my amendment unembarrassed by 
entire country on this tariff question. I was || any other. 
willing to yield much for stability and peace. I || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have no sort of 
felt required to recognize the interests and rights || disposition to interfere with it. I am in favor of 
and feelings of all sections of the country, and all i the amendment of my friend from Mississippi, if 
interests. But here is a proposition which would | I cannot get anything better; but [ think this is 
rostrate at once, and for years, an interest which || a better proposition than the one offered by him. 
have the honor to represent; and unless the The contest here for the last few days has been, 
i 
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authors of this proposition give me reason to | how to reduce the duties on imports, and deplete 

understand that it is not to pass this body,I shall || the Treasury, and Congress has come to the con- 

not desist in the argument, and I shall continue to clusion to ‘do 

are the floor. After what has occurred on the 

tariff question, I cannot but regard the introduc- 

tion of this proposition asa species of bad faith. 
Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator allow me 


to interrupt hi 

Mr. BIGL Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON, I do not suppose there is the 
slightest chance of passing this amendment. The 
Senator from Pennsylvania has got a capital 
speech; we have heard a portion of it; but I hope 
he will forego it, and consent to print it, and we 
will vote this measure down by an overwhelming 
majority. 

Mr. RIGLER. Tam very much indebted to the 
Senator from Massachusetts; but I shall decide the 
question of publishing my argument for myself. 
I may make that compromise with the Senate, 
and publish my speech, if they would vote the | 
amendment down; but unless I can have that un- 
| 





| the floor. 
| Mr.BRODHEAD. Irisetoaquestion of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That makes no 
difference. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My colleague wasinduced 
| to yield the floor, when discussing this great ques- 
| tion, at the instance of several gentlemen, the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee among them, and he now 
| proceeds to make a speech himself. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I did not induce 

him to yield the floor, and I have aright to make 
as och if I choose. 1 understand my position 
and my rights perfectly. He refused to yield 
the floor to me. I do not want to detain the 
Senate a moment; but I am not to be bullied or 


derstanding I shall continue my remarks. 

Mr. RUSK. Then [ suppose that, if that com- 
promise is to be made, it is to be understood that 
the Senate is in the hands of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. I do not think so; and I do not 
intend to be bargained away in that manner. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the Senator 
from Pennsylvania allow me a moment? 

. Mr. BIGLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I want to offer an 
amendment to make the speech of my friend from 
Pennsylvania fit the case. He is making a speech 
against the reduction or the repeal of the duties 


| bluffed off by this iron interest any further. We 
| have for years had this naked, isolated question, 
whether duty should be imposed on railroad iron 
or not, discussed throughout the country; but 
when we bring it here, the Senators from Penn- 
sylvania—and none more than my friend him- 
| self, (Mr. Bropneap]—attempt to speak it out, 
as he did at the last session. 

I will not detain the Senate a.moment. I wish 
simply to have a vote upon the isolated proposi- 
tion whether or will make railroad iron free or 
ove eee. _ The amendment of the Senator from || not. If they will not do that, then I am in favor 

raenl does not propose to do that. of the <euedeiel offered by my friend from Mis- 

Mr. BIGLER. [think I understand the prop- || sissippi. I offer my amendment in lieu of the 
osition as well as my friend from Tennessee. one presented by him. If mine shall be killed, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Do you yield the || then I am in favor of his amendment. I did not 

oor? | induce the Senator from Pennsylvania to yield 

Mr. BIGLER. I do, for an explanation, but || the floor, because he refused to yield it to me. I 
not for a speech. ; wanta vote by the yeas and nays upon my amend- 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to offer dn || ment, and the Senate can do as they please about 








amendment to the amendment to make the speech || it. 
of the Senator exactly in order. |. Mr. BRODHEAD. The yeas and nays have 
Mr. BIGLER. Then I insist that my friend || been ordered on the first amendment. 


forbear until I have made my re. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Very well; go on || is on the amendment. of the Senator from Ten- 

with yours es ; nessee to the amendment, upon which the yeas 
Mr. BIGLER. IfI could make a motion to || and nays have been démanded. 

separate this proposition from the balance of the |! ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


it by making free goods. This 
amendment makes railroad iron free. Ido not be- 
lieve there is in the United States an interest that 
is so general, so universal,so beneficent. If you || 
make railroad iron free 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Irise toaquestion of order. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Wait until I yield 
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Mr. RUSK. I shall vote against the 
ment to the amendment, because I do not thie: 
there is any possible chance of carrying it. Th 
Senator from Mississippi, at a very earl da : 
brought forward his Re osition, introduced jt 
into the Senate, and as that it be printed. Hp 
kept constantly giving notice that he would call 
it up, and asking the attention of the Senate to 
it. ‘They have examined that proposition, | 
would be willing to take the duties off railroad 
iron, according to the proposition of my friend 
from Tennessee; but I think it is due to the Sen. 
ator from Mississippi—I believe it is due to the 
subject, and to the great interest involved in this 
subject, that the Senate should take a vote upon 
his amendment, unembarrassed by any other, 

The Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Biciex 
shows epreet deal of sensitiveness upon this gy}. 
ject. e says, whenever he comes here, he jg 
surprised to find this proposition before the Senate, 
He entered his protest against it from the com. 
mittee; and paves as I thought, some very Strange 
reasons for his opposition to it. In that protest 
he told us what he could do. We have heard , 
great deal of ** what we will do,”’ and “ what wa 
can do.”” He could demonstrate it beyond all 
doubt; and he has stated here to-night that he 
could demonstrate a great many things, such as 
that this proposition of the Senator from Missis. 
sippi would give five times as much for the trans. 
portation of mails as we are now paying. Well, 
sir, it will take him a long time to made a demon- 
stration of that description, whether in a short 
speech or in a long speech, in a spoken speech or 
in a printed speech, in a speech delivered all night 
or not. 

Again, sir, he indulges in a sort of taunt to the 
Senate that he will not leave this floor until this 
measure is voted down; and yet he proposes at 
once to make a compromise with the Senator 
from Massachusetts, who proposed to vote the 
measure down by an ** overwhelming majority,” 
and if it was not voted down, the Senator from 
Pennsylvania was still to stick to the floor until 
he destroyed it! 

Mr. BIGLER. I think it was.on the sugges- 
tion that the sense of the Senate could be decided 
in Committee of the Whole, and that if the com- 
mittee favored the proposition it would be debat- 
able in the Senate, that I yielded the floor—not 
in reference to anything else. 

Mr. RUSK. lunderstand the threat to amount 
to this: he was willing to let us test the question 
in committee, and if the committee should vote 
in favor of the amendment, that then he would 
not leave this floor—which translated into Eng- 


| lish, means that he would defeat the appropria- 


tion bills—until a majority of the Senate should 
be willing to defeat the proposition. I do not 
know that they are in fayor of it. I cannot speak 
for the majority of the Senate. When we obtain 
a vote on the yeas and nays on the amendment, 
I shall be better able to determine that, than Iam 
in advance. Then he makea threat to defeat the 
appropriation bills. He speaks of the tariff act 
just passed as beinga sort of compromise. Sir, 

agreed to the report of the committee of confer- 
ence on that bill with vast reluctance. That 
compromise gave him twenty-four per cent. duty 
on railroad iron. , 

In my judgment, this proposition is eminently 
proper. This talk about our offering bribes or pre- 
miums to railroad companies to consume foreign 
manufactures is ‘‘all in my eye, Betty Martin. 
It is the money that this iron interest desire to 
pocket. They have been in the habit of receiving 
and pocketing it for years, and taking it out of 
the pockets of the people of the frontier States— 
States that are poor—States that are struggling 
against poney difficulties. ‘There is no doubt that 
they will yield it with vast reluctance. I have no 
doubt ey are willing to stop, the OEE tn 
bills, involving all the consequences flowing from 
such a course, rather than lose the advantage 
which they have in levying contributions upo? 
my constituents, and the constituents of the Set- 
ator from Mississippi. 

The Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cxar,] at an 
early part of this session, attempted to take off 4 
bounty that was paid out of the Treasury into the 
pockets of certain fishermen, but in vain. This 
Ory which is paid_as duty, you do not take 


out of the sree but out of the ets of the 
people who use t e railroad pe Pete every 
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